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White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest speaks about the Republican senators who sent a letter to Iranian leaders during the dally briefing at the White House 
in Washington, Monday, March f r 2015. The White House on Monday sharply rebuked nearly four dozen Republican senators who sent a letter to Iranian leaden, 
characterizing the correspondence as an illegitimate interference in President Barack Obama's foreign policy. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 
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Official: 40 passengers injured 
in N. Carolina truck-train crash 


E, P. DALESIO 
M. WAGGONER 
Associated Press 
RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — Transportation of¬ 
ficials say 40 passengers 
were injured when a train 
collided with a tractor- 
trailer that was stuck on the 
tracks sn North Carolina. 
State Department of Trans¬ 
portation officials said 25 
people were taken to Hali¬ 
fax Regional Medical Cen¬ 
ter by bus and 15 by am¬ 
bulance after the coll®ion, 
which happened about 
noon Monday. 

They said none of the in¬ 
juries appeared fo be 


ife-threatening. A bus will 
fake another 173 passen¬ 
gers who weren’t injured to 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Halifcti County law-en¬ 
forcement officials say the 
collision toppled the Am- 
trak train’s engine onto its 
side. They say the first two 
cars of the train toppled of¬ 
fer the crash. 

Officials say the second car 
that derailed was a bag¬ 
gage car. 

An eyewitness says the 
tractor-trailer driver was try¬ 
ing to make a difficult right- 
hand turn. She says the 
driver jumped out of the 
truck before the crash.Q 


Court documents: Wisconsin 
shooting victim was impulsive 



Train passenger Alyisa Coleman, right, and her little lister, Viara Hinton, are helped off of a de¬ 
railed Amt to k train by workers on scene, Monday, March ?, 2015, in Halifax County, N.C. Cole¬ 
man said she was traveling home to Virginia. The passenger train hit a tractor-trailer that stalled 
on the railroad tracks, toppling the engine onto its side and injuring several people, officials said 
Monday. 

(AP Photo/The Daily Herald, £rin Carson) 


TODD RICHMOND 
Associated Press 
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — An 

unarmed black man fatal¬ 
ly shot by a white Wisconsin 
police officer tended to be 
an impulsive risk-taker and 
faced a choice between 
a middle-class lifestyle and 
the gang world, accord¬ 
ing fo court documents. 
The file connected to 
19-year-old Tony Robin¬ 
son’s conviction last year 
for armed robbery shows 
he was diagnosed with 
attention-deficit disorder 
and anxiety and depres¬ 
sion. 

The documents were con¬ 
tained in a report by a 
state Department of Cor¬ 
rections agent, 

Madison police officer 
Matt Kenny shot Robinson 
on Friday evening while in¬ 
vestigating a call that the 
young man was jumping 
in and out of traffic and 
had assaulted someone. 
The officer heard a distur¬ 
bance and forced his way 
into an apartment where 
Robinson had gone. 


Authorities said Kenny fired 
after Robinson assaulted 
him. 

The shooting is the latest 
in a series of incidents in¬ 
volving white police offi¬ 
cers killing unarmed black 
men over the last year, 
including sn Ferguson, Mis¬ 
souri, where officer Dar¬ 
ren Wilson shot unarmed 
10-year-old Michael Brown 
in August. That shooting 
sparked weeks of unrest. 
Madison Police Chief Mike 
Koval, who is white, has. 
tried to strike a conci latory 
tone with the city’s black 
community, calling Robin¬ 
son’s death a tragedy and 
even going so far as pray¬ 
ing with Robinson’s grand¬ 
mother in her driveway 
hours after the shooting. 
On Monday, he wrote on 
his blog that he was sorry 
Robinson died and hoped 
his family could find for¬ 
giveness in their hearts. 
“The police are part of 
this community — and we 
share this sense of loss,’’ 
Koval wrote.Q 



MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SUNDAY 4PM 

CAT.. DnAV 1 PM 


Progresive & Powerball, 

*1,700 in cash 

Buy a stamp for s 2 for a chance 
double up your prizes 




d 


ill ri ™ tfe l [■< * 4 pfpt nt Pj* 5H 

i'&j!' fei flirt r*fH be| 


MORF FUN MORE VALUE. MORE VAfclFEY CLUB A CASINO 

J.E. IMUHUIfi I M3. Kfc, AftUIA DUTCH CAFSie&lAH j 1R0P.WUBA COM | (WJ £27 -flM 
A hopilana EMIitIaiNnIhI lAbiMU rnfipi lahalAviH(JYCQ wi 














































































































TUESDAY 10 MARCH 201 


ms. NEWS 






vi t o ha 

I-STATES NV 


■:1j I fll'rll* fc.UllJl 


Jo.illy ch Untehui 

M,|PD7| 502 5357 
infu-"i-4H5tni I ■:> >o& 11 


r<^?^ra y ahah-i 

AJu!j-u T|"I OH - i 1«P71 ZTA Q2A2 
WSA re! I L-t I 

Irdt i* 1 ‘VinciC htltiM ikHtrit e, uni 

u* w w. vcec Madron? i com 


«?&//<**%, - 


Enjoy th-e ullimale In island living wHli a ^uaranleed 
relum o n yow Inveafinenil 

VntcNs Eslnlm offer* tVtlwffEi&iiiT ^c»«rnc^ in Qrno <?f AlVt»V 
rrK 5 lt eocC&LRive hteW«, 

CIq^ *>? & 4 *>Ch 4 fl, 9 £-rtviNn* nlghllvfe. IS i?cpn qil tr$c: i\va 
Jriv-estnrHsnf fhal will pay lor iiapl! os a Kan fa I vocalic ft vHla. 


wb pfovkda luiii sendee from corvce-isi. design and cansiruckicn 
of yghjt dream lionw Po protHBrly nraifiPernanca a^d rontad dlenl* 
ybci our In-houso ofjG-nGy [ww^ardtiertytewi yrcom} 


Dbri’l Jus! Owrtl trtV< 5 -ll widely and pt'*m -.vifhl a enihnptnrty! 


GOP Letter 


PETER BAKER 
©2015 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The White 
House on Monday sharply 
rebuked nearly four dozen 
Republican senators who 
seni a etter to Iranian 
eaders just as nuclear ne¬ 
gotiations reach a pivotal 
moment, characterizing 
the correspondence as an 
illegitimate interference in 


House press secretary, said 
the senators were trying to 
“essentially throw sana in 
the gears here” in a way 
that went beyond the role 
that was envisioned for 
Congress in foreign policy 
by the authors of fhe Con¬ 
stitution, He said the White 
House wanted to send a 
"forceful" rebuttal to the 
letter because it seemed 
intent on torpedoing the 
talks. 

“Writing a letter like this 
that appeals to the hard¬ 



Torti Cotton, ft Ark,, spooks in Nortfi Little Rock, Ark. forty-seven 
Republican senators warned Monday that any agreement the 
Obama administration strikes with Iran to limit Tehran's nuclear 
program maybe short-lived unless Congress approves the deal. 

(AP Photo/Danny Johnston} 


President Barack Obama’s 
foreign policy. 

The letter, signed by 47 Re¬ 
publican senators and ad¬ 
dressed to “leaders of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
suggested that the Iranian 
eaders might not under¬ 
stand the American system 
and warned them that any 
deal Obama and other 
world leaders might reach 
on the future of its nuclear 
program would be revers¬ 
ible without congressional 
approval. 

Josh Earnest, fhe White 


liners in Iran is frankly just 
the latest in a strategy, a 
partisan strategy, to un¬ 
dermine the president’s 
ability io conduct foreign 
policy and advance our 
national interests around 
the world,” Earnest said, 
He linked il to fhe decision 
by House Speaker John 
A. Boehner to invite Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu of Israel without con¬ 
sulting the 'White House to 
denounce a possible Iran 
deal sn a speech to Con¬ 
gress last week. 


The etter, drafted by Sen, 
Tom Cotton of Arkansas 
and signed by most of the 
Republican majority in the 
Senate, suggested to Iran 
that reaching a deal with 
Obama might not stick be¬ 
cause Congress would not 
approve it. 

“The next president could 
revoke such an executive 
agreement with Ihe stroke 
of a pen, and future Con¬ 
gresses could modify the 
terms of the agreement al 
any time,” said the letter, 
which was disclosed earlier 
by Bloomberg News. 
Cotton said on Monday 
fhat he had drafted the 
tetter because Iran’s lead¬ 
ers might not understand 
the U.S. constitutional sys¬ 
tem. 

Unlike a treaty, which 
would require a two-thirds 
Senate vote for ratification, 
the agreement Obama 
and other world leaders 
are negotiating with Iran 
would not automatically 
go to Congress, but mem¬ 
bers of both parties are 
seeking a vote. 

Cotton said the terms of 
the emerging deal made il 
too rrsky and noted that a 
Republican president suc¬ 
ceeding Obama could de¬ 
cide not to honor it. Speak¬ 
ing on Fox News, Cotton 
noted that the agreement 
under discussion would ex¬ 
pire after 10 years. 

That alone would “make 
this deal unacceptable, 
dangerous to the United 
States and dangerous to 
the world." 

Colton said he hoped thal 
Democratic senators might 
also sign the letter, “And for 
that matter, I’d encourage 
Hiilary Clinton to join us in 
sayang that Congress must 
approve any nuclear deal 
with Iran," Cotton said. □ 


Obama levies sanctions on 
seven Venezuelan officials 

JULIE PACE, 

JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama 
slapped sanctions on seven Venezuelan officials 
Monday, accusing them of perpetrating human 
rights violations and public corruption in the socialist- 
governed Soulh American nation. 

The individuals all come from the top echelon of 
the state security apparatus that was. responsible 
for cracking down on anti-government protests that 
rocked Venezuela lest year and for pursuing charges 
against leading opponents. 

“Corrupt actions by Venezuelan government officials 
deprive Venezuela of needed economic resources 
thal could be invested in ihe Venezuelan people 
and used to spur economic growth,” Treasury Sec¬ 
retary Jacob Lew said in a statement. “These actions 
also undermine the public trust in democratic institu¬ 
tions and the human rights to which Venezuelan citi¬ 
zens are entitled.” 

The sanctions come after the U.S. Congress passed 
legislation late last year authorizing penalties that 
would freeze the assets and ban visas for anyone ac¬ 
cused of carrying out acts of violence or violating the 
human rights of those opposing Venezuela’s govern¬ 
ment. 

Diosdado CabeSlo, the powerful head of Venezuela’s 
National Assembly, blasted the sanctions as further 
evidence of U.S, attempts to sow unrest In the oskrich 
nation. He said President Nicolas Mcduro would per¬ 
sonally denounce the U.S. actions when he. Obama 
and regional leaders travel to Panama next month to 
attend the Sumrriit of the Americas.. 

“Mr. Obama, you and your imperialists are going to 
have to sanction lots of Venezuelans who are will¬ 
ing to give their life to defend the Bolivarian revolu¬ 
tion and ihe project started by Comandanfe Hugo 
Chavez,” Cabello told a rally of government support¬ 
ers, 

Maximilien Sanchez Arvelaiz, the fop Venezuelan 
diplomat in Washington, was called to Caracas for 
immediate consullatsons Monday. The iwo nations 
haven't exchanged ambassadors since 2010. 
Tensions between the U.S, and Venezuela have been 
on the rise sn recent months. 

Last summer, the State Department imposed a trave 
ban on Venezuelan officials accused of abuses dur¬ 
ing street protests ihat left dozens of people dead. 
And last week, Venezuela gave the U.S. two weeks to 
slash its diplomatic mission there to less than 20 per¬ 
cent of its current size.Q 
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Univ. of Oklahoma president: Frat members ‘disgraceful’ 



George Henderson, left, professor emeritus, joins students at the University el Oklahoma to 
pretest a fraternity Y racist comments on March *,2015 in Norman, okI.a. University President 
David Boren lambasted members el Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity on Monday who participated 
in a racist chant caught on video, calling them disgraceful and their behavior reprehensible, 
and ordered that their house be vacated by midnight Tuesday. 

(AP Photo/The Oklahoman, Steve Sisney) 


SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 
NORMAN. Oklahoma (AP) 

— The president of the Uni¬ 
versity of Oklahoma lam¬ 
basted members of a fra¬ 
ternity who participated in 
a racist chant caught on 
video and ordered that 


they vacate the* house by 
Tuesday nighi 
President David Boren 
said he was sickened and 
couldn't eat or sleep after 
learning about the video 
Sunday afternoon. It shows 
several people on a bus 
participating in a chant 


that inc uded a racial slur, 
referenced lynching and 
indicated black students 
would never be admitted 
to OU's chapter of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. 

Boren attended a pre¬ 
dawn rally organized by 
sludents and lambasted 


those fraternity mem¬ 
bers as “dtsgraceful" and 
called their behavior “rep¬ 
rehensible.” Hie said the 
university was looking into 
a range of punishment, 
including expulsion. 'This 
is not who we are/' Boren 
said at a midday news 
conference. “I'd be glad if 
they left, i might even pay 
the bus fare for them.” The 
national fraternity released 
a statement Sunday night 
saying it was "embar¬ 
rassed” by the “unaccept¬ 
able and racist” behavior. 
It also said it would close 
the local chapter. Boren 
later released a statement 
saying members had until 
midnight Tuesday to re¬ 
move their personal be¬ 
longings from the fraternity 
house. A fraternity is an or¬ 
ganization of male college 
students in the U.S, A link to 
the video was posted by 
OU Unheard, a black stu¬ 
dent group on campus., af¬ 
ter someone anonymously 
called it to the group's at¬ 
tention,. communications 
director Alexis Hall said 
Monday. "We immediately 
needed to share that with 
the OU student body," 
said Hall, a junior. “For stu¬ 


dents to say they’re going 
to lynch an entire group of 
people.... It’s disgusling.” 
it's unclear who recorded 
the video, when it was re¬ 
corded and who initially 
posted it online. Hill said 
a link to the video was 
sent Sunday afternoon to 
the student group, which 
formed in the fall in re¬ 
sponse to a fatal police 
shooting in Ferguson, Mis¬ 
souri. 

The video appears to have 
been taken on a charter 
bus, wsth at least one of the 
chanting students wearing 
a tuxedo. 

“I was shocked they were 
just doing it openly on the 
bus, like they were proud 
of it,” said Jared Scar¬ 
borough, a junior in con¬ 
struction science. “From 
the chant you could tell 
they had done it before, 
it wasn't a first-time thing. 
And ft was everybody. And 
the frst-p urn ping." 

The University of Oklahoma, 
located m the southern 
Oklahoma City suburb of 
Norman, has about 27,000 
students, about 5 percent 
of whom are black. The 
fraternity system is largely 
segregated.Q 
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American Lining: 

Roadmap to how many people could lose health insurance 



Supporters of the Affordable Care Aof outside the Supreme 
Court in Washington. Determining the number of people that 
could be affected by the big Supreme Court case about 
Obamacare’t insurance subsidies is hard to estimate. 

(Doug Mills/The Mew York Times) 


MARGOT SANGER-KATI 
© 20!5 New York Times 

Sc how many people sn 
how many states could 
be affected by the big St> 
preme Court case about 
Cbamac are's insurance 
subsidies? Good question, 
A combination of data 
problems and egal ambi¬ 
guities make some basic 
facts, about the case dif¬ 
ficult to summarize eas¬ 
ily. Last week, news media 
coverage included widely 
ranging numbers of peo¬ 
ple who could lose their 
insurance and where they 
live. Here’s why it’s hard to 
estimate. 

We don’t know how many 
states a decision will af¬ 
fect. 

The court case. King v. 
Burwell, concerns whether 


subsidies can go to insur¬ 
ance purchasers in every 
state or just those where a 
marketplace was estab¬ 
lished by a state govern¬ 
ment. If the court rules that 


only state marketplace 
customers can keep get¬ 
ting the money, it f s nof en¬ 
tirely obvious which states 
will qualify. 

There are 13 states, along 


with the District of Colum¬ 
bia. that have submitted 
applications to manage 
their own marketplaces 
and are now doing all 
the work that the health 
law and regulations say 
they must to have a state- 
based marketplace. Ev¬ 
eryone agrees that the 
court case will have no im¬ 
pact there. 

There are three states - 
New Mexico, Nevada, 
and Oregon - that also 
had their plans to run their 
marketplaces condition¬ 
ally approved. But those 
states failed to set up all 
the exchange-running 
functions and now rely 
substantially on Ihe federal 
government to help them. 
That leaves 34 states that 
are considered part of the 
federal marketplace sys¬ 
tem. Ihe briefs and oral 
arguments before the 
Supreme Court used the 
number 34, But the cas¬ 
es actually date to 2014, 
when the state lineup was 
slightly cifferent. And the 
D.C. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals found, in a similar 
case, that 36 states could 
be affected by the ruling. 
How the three in-between 
states are treated will most 
likely depend on the de¬ 
tails of the court’s ruling 
and the administration’s 
regulatory response. 

There are also optimists 
who think that, with some 
regulatory tinkering, the 
Obama administration 
could wave through a 
few more states that are 
running most of their ex¬ 
change functions but 
have not officially applied 
to become state-based. 
That means there is a slight 
chance that the decision 
could come to affect few¬ 
er than 34 states. 

To reflect I hat uncertainty. 
The Ups hoi has been say¬ 


ing that the case could 
affect residents of up to 
37 states, though many ex¬ 
perts think that 34 states s 
the most likely number. 

The sign-up period just 
ended last month. The ad¬ 
ministration has published 
a total numbe* of people 
who selected health pans 
-8.B million in 37 states - but 
nof the number of Shem m 
each state or the percent¬ 
age in each state who are 
getting subsidies to help 
them pay thesr premiums. 
Using older estimates of 
both things and doing a 
little moth, the Karcer Fam¬ 
ily Foundation calculat¬ 
ed that about 7.5 million 
people in 34 slates have 
picked plans and qualify 
for subsidies. 

Picking a plan is not exact¬ 
ly the same thing as having 
insurance and getting an 
Obamacare subsidy. Last 
year, about 15 percent 
of the people who signed 
up either never paid their 
premiums or dropped out 
of coverage after a few 
months. The dropout rate 
will probably be lower this 
year, but experts expect 
that the number of people 
actually enrolled in cover¬ 
age will be smaller than 
the s^gn-up numbers. 

To reflect that uncertain¬ 
ty, The Upshot has been 
saying that about 7 mil¬ 
lion people could lose 
subsidies if the court rules 
against the government, 
but other estimates are 
defensible. Some people 
who would lose subsidies 
if the court rules against 
the government would im¬ 
mediately arop coverage. 
Others would keep paying 
for insurance even if their 
premiums went way up. 
If the subsid-.es disappear 
this year, there will be huge 
price spikes for subsidized 
customers this year.□ 
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Us Financial Front: 

Disputing credit report could get easier under new rules 



Mew York AG Eric Schneiderman speaks during a news confer' 
ence, in Mew York. The three largest credit reporting agencies 
will change the way they handle records in a major revamp 
long sought by consumer advocates. The changes were an¬ 
nounced Monday, March 9, 2015, after talks between Equifax^ 
Experian. Tram Union and Schneidemnan. 

{A? Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 


M. CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Deput¬ 
ing a mistake on your credit 
report could get easier and 
the effects of medical debt 
less severe under changes 
be§ng made by the three 
largest credit-reporting 
agencies. 

The Monday announce¬ 
ment by the agencies 
— Equifax, Experian and 
TransUnion — comes after 
rnonlhs of negotiations be¬ 
tween the companies and 
New York Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman. 
Consumer advocates 
have long sought a re¬ 
vamp that would reduce 
errors on credit report and 
make correcting Ihem eas¬ 
ier. Data co lected by the 
agencies on hundreds of 
millions of people are used 
to create credit scores, 
which can determine who 
gets a loan and how much 
interest is paid on st. 

‘The nation T s largest re¬ 
porting agencies have a 


responsibility to investigate 
and correct errors on con¬ 
sumers’ credit reports. 
Under the changes an¬ 
nounced Monday, people 
who contest items in their 
credit reports will receive 
more information concern¬ 
ing those disputes, includ¬ 
ing instructions on what 
they can do if they don’t 
ike the answer they get, 
In a bid to increase accu¬ 
racy, medical debts won’t 
be reported until after a 
100-day waiting period to 
allow time for insurance 
payments to be applied. 
The agencies agreed to 
remove from credit reports 
previously reported medi¬ 
cal collections that have 
been or are being paid by 
insurance companies. 

This comes after a move 
in August by Fair Isaac 
Corp., the company be¬ 
hind the commonly used 
FICO credit score, in which 
it announced that medi¬ 
cal debt would have a 
smaller effect on the score. 


It also said at the time that 
debts that go to collection 
agencies and are repaid 
wouldn’t count against a 
consumer's FICO score, 
Equifax, Experian and Tran¬ 
sUnion are honing their 
focus to better handle dis¬ 
putes with consumers and 
to help victims of identity 
theft and fraud. 


The three credit reporting 
agencies wil jettison re¬ 
ports on debts that didn’t 
arise from a contract or 
agreement with the con¬ 
sumer, such as tickets or 
fines. 

The changes are intended 
to provide people 'with 
more transparency and 
more simple navigation 


when dealing with the bu¬ 
reaus that hold their credit 
reports. 

The plan gives hope to 
consumers that have been 
frustrated with the quality 
and accuracy of their re¬ 
ports. the National Founda¬ 
tion for Credit Counseling 
said in a statement.Q 
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Syria’s march toward destruction reaches its 4 th year 



In this December 2014 photo released by SANA Syrian 
President Bashar Assad, center, speaks with Syrian troops 
during his visit to the front line in the eastern Damascus district 
of Jo bar. Syria. It began in March 2011 with a few words spray- 
painted on a schoolyard walk “Yourturn is coming, doctor.” 
The doctor in question was Syrian President Bashar Assad, a 
trained ophthalmologist whose family has ruled the country for 
more than 40 years. {AP Photo,'SANA) 


RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — It began 
in March 2011 with a few 
words spray-painted on a 
schoolyard wall: “Your turn 
is coming,, doctor.” The 
doctor nn question was Syr¬ 
ian President Bashar Assad, 
a trained ophthalmologist 
whose family has ruled the 
country for more than 40 
years. 

Inspired by uprisings rip^ 
pling across the Arab 
world, Syrians flooded the 
streets for argely peaceful 
demonstrations demand¬ 
ing change and political 
reforms. The security ser¬ 
vices greeted them with 
clubs, bludgeons and bul¬ 
lets. The protests persisted 
in the face of an escalating 
government crackdown 
before Ihe opposition 
eventually look up arms. 


slowly turning the uprising 
into a voracious ervi war 
that continues to devour 
the country and drag the 
region into its maelstrom. 


Four years on. there is no 
end in sight. As Syria marks 
the fourth anniversary of 
the uprising. here's a look 
at the conflict, its enor- 
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got here: 

CIVIL WAR S TOLL? 

Staggering,, by any mea¬ 
sure. More than 220,000 
people have been killed 
and an estimated 1 million 
wounded sn a country with 
a pre-war population of 23 
million. 

Nearly 4 million people 
have fled Syria, putting 
a massive burden on the 
countries lakmg them in — 
Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan 
and Iraq. Another 7.8 mil¬ 
lion people are displaced 
within Syrra, part of an esti¬ 
mated 12.8 million who are 
in dire need of humanitar¬ 
ian assislance. Diseases 
eradicated years ago, 
such as polio, have stages 
a comeback as the health 
care system has collapsed. 
Bridges, roads, power 
p ! ants, schools, hospitals, 
entire neighborhoods and 
even towns have been de¬ 
stroyed. Aleppo, once the 
country’s largest city and 
its commercial capital, has 
been split apart and dev¬ 
astated by rebels and gov¬ 
ernment forces. 

Syria's social fabric ts equal¬ 
ly in tatters. The country Is 
home to a tapes try of faiths 
and ethntcities —Sunni and 
Shiite Mus li ms, A lawit es, 
Druze, Kurds and Christians. 
Before the war, the various 
communities by and large 
co-existed peacefully and 
even intermarried. 

HOW IS ASSAD STILL IN 
POWER? 

The Syrian leader’s grip 
on power looked shaky in 
2012, prompting predic¬ 
tions that his fall was immi¬ 
nent, But Assad, his inner 
circle ana security estab¬ 
lishment proven remark¬ 
ably resilient. They man¬ 
aged to shore up their hold 
on Damascus and the ur¬ 
ban centers sn the heavily 
populated western half of 


the country. 

Support from iran, a close 
ally, has proven instrumen¬ 
tal in steadying Assad. On 
the military front, Tehran 
has provided advisers and 
billions of dolars in aid. 11 
has helped train tens of 
thousands of Syrian para- 
mi itary fighters known as 
the National Defense Forc¬ 
es, which fight on front ines 
across the country. Teh¬ 
ran's greatest confributton 
may be roping in Shite ms- 
litias from across the regson 
— particularly Lebanon's 
Hezbollah bul also fight¬ 
ers from Iraq —to reinforce 
the government's belea¬ 
guered troops, 

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE 
HOLD? 

Nothing points to the con¬ 
flict ending anytime soon. 
The government and the 
opposition view the war as 
an existential struggle and 
have yet to bleed them¬ 
selves out. The Islamic State 
group is focusing its efforts 
on building its self-declared 
caliphate and wages war 
against anyone that stands 
in its way — Assad, rebels, 
Kurds, 

Every diplomatic effort so 
far has failed. Peace talks 
between the opposition 
and the government last 
year broke down after two 
rounds and zero progress. 
A Russian initiative this year 
to bring the two sides to 
the negotiating table in 
Moscow fizzled quickly af¬ 
ter the main opposition fig¬ 
ures boycotted. 

The current U.N. envoy to 
Syria, Staffan de Mistura, 
has set himself fhe more 
modes! goal of trying to 
'freeze” the fighting in 
Aleppo, which he envi¬ 
sions as a first step toward 
a wider easing of hostilities. 
But even this plan faces 
considerable obstacles 
and has been greeted with 
skepticism.Q 
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Nemtsov unlikely killed by Islamic extremists, friends say 


LAURA MILLS 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Support¬ 
ers of slain Russian opposi¬ 
tion politician Boris Nemtsov 
dismissed suggestions Morv 
day that his shooting could 
have been motivated by 
Islamic extremism. 

Five men are in custody in 
connection with the Feb. 
27 shooting, and all of them 
are from the predominantly 
Muslim region of Chechnya, 
or other parts of the restive 
north Caucasus. 

Chechen leader Ramzan 
Kadyrov has said one of 
the main suspects, Zaur 
Dadaev, could have been 
motivated by Nemtsov’s 


said he wasn’t an enemy 
of Islam. l The attempt to 
convince the public that 
Nemtsov was an obvious 
target for Islamic radicals 
doesn’t stand up to criti¬ 
cism/ 1 ’ Ilya Yashin told the 
Associated Press on Mon¬ 
day. ‘This version e extreme¬ 
ly convenient for [President) 
Vladimir Putin, because tt 
takes both him and his inner 
circle out of the line of fire.' 1 
Five men, including Dada- 
ev, have been detained in 
connection with Nemtsov's 
killing. They all appeared in 
a Moscow court Sunday, 
where Dadaev and anoth¬ 
er suspect were charged 
in connection with shoot- 



Chechnyo’s regional leader Ramzan Kadyrov, center, and 
ether Chechen top commanders inspect Chechen special 
forces during a rally at the Dinamo stadium in Chechen capital 
Grozny, Russia. Russian President Vladimir Putin bestowed a 
state award Monday on the leader of Chechnya, the North 
Caucasus strongman who hailed the suspected killer of an 
opposition politician as a ,J true patriot," Kadyrov drew criticism 
Sunday from government opponents after praising laur 
Dadayev, a Chechen suspect in the murder of Kremlin foe 
Boris Nemtsov. (AP Photo,'MusaSadulayev,file) 


comments after the attack 
an French satirical publica¬ 
tion Charlie Hebdo, which 
published cartoons of the 
Prophet Muhammad. 
‘"Everyone who knows Zaur 
confirms thal he e a deeply 
religious person who, like all 
Muslims, was shacked by 
the actions of Charlie and 
comments (of those) who 
supported the publication 
of the caricatures,’’Kadyrov 
said in a statement late Sun¬ 
day. 

In the Charlie Hebdo attack 
on Jan. 7 in Paris, 12 people 
were kiied by two gunmen, 
who were later killed by po¬ 
lice, 

Nemtsov criticized the Char- 
Ire Hebdo attackers in an 
online post, saying that Is¬ 
lam was a 1 young religion 
that is current in its Middle 
Ages, and there is a long 
fight ahead to defeat the 
Islamic inquisition.” 

A long-time friend of 
Nemtsov and a fellow op¬ 
position activist, however. 


mg Nemtsov as he walked 
across a bridge near the 
Kremlin. The other three 
were jailed pending charg¬ 
es being filing. 

One of the judges said Da¬ 
daev had acknowledged 
involvement, but Dadaev 
didn T t admit guilt in the 
courtroom, according to 
news agencies. 

Footage fromslate channel 
NTV shows Dadaev turning 
to the camera and saying 
‘1 wifi say to you: I love the 
Prophet Muhammad.” 
Dadaev had been an offi¬ 
cer in the Chechen police 
troops, though Kadyrov said 
he had left the forces un¬ 
der unclear circumstances. 
The other suspect who was 
charged, Anzor Gubashev, 
denied being guilty. 
Supporters of Nemtsov, 
however, believe tha! by 
casting blame on Islamic 
extremists, investigators are 
attempting to shift blame 
away from the govern¬ 
ment and onto a minority 


which remains controversial 
among many Russians. 
Chechnya suffered two in¬ 
tense wars over the past 


two decodes between Rus¬ 
sian forces and separatisl 
rebels increasingly under 
the sway of fundamentalist 


Islam, That reinforced Ihe 
stereotype among many 
Russians of Chechens as vio¬ 
lent extremists, □ 
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Eurozone warns Greece to stop wasting time on reforms plan 



Spanish Economy Minister Luis de Guindcs, center, greets Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varcu- 
fakis. right, as Irish Finance Minister Michael Neuman arrives tor a meeting of eurogroup finance 
ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Monday March f , 201$. 

{AP Photo-/Geerf Vanden Wijngaerf) 


ELENA BECATOROS 
LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Greece’s 
European creditors told 
A the ns to stop wasting time 
and flesh out as of Wednes¬ 
day its proposals for eco¬ 
nomic reforms, which are 
crucial to releasing vital 
funds to assure financial 
survival. 

“We have spent now two 


weeks apparently discuss¬ 
ing who meets whom 
where, »n what configura¬ 
tion, and on what agenda 
and it is a complete waste 
of time,” Jeroen Dijssel- 
bloem, the Dutch finance 
minister who heads the 
meeting known as the Eu¬ 
rogroup. said Monday. 
“We’ve talked about this 
long enough now," he 
to a reporters, after the 


fourth msnisteriai meeting 
on Greece in Brussels in a 
month. 

After a meeting of the 
19-nation group using the 
euro ssngle currency, Greek 
Finance Minister Yanis Va- 
roufakts agreed that tech¬ 
nical talks on the reforms 
proposed by Greece to 
secure a four-month bail¬ 
out extension should begin 
in Brussels on Wednesday 


and denied holding up the 
process. 

The eurozone agreed last 
month to extend Greece’s 
bailout unfit June, but be¬ 
fore it actually pays out 
more rescue loans it wants 
to approve a detailed list 
of reforms by April. So far, 
Greece has only outlined 
some of its proposals sn 
broad terms. 

After an initial list of seven 
initiatives, Varoufakis said 
that Greece would soon 
provide “another batch of 
seven or esght reforms” for 
the European Commission, 
the European Central Bank 
and the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund to assess. 

The final 7.5 billion euro in¬ 
stallment of Greece’s 240 
billion euro international 
bailout is sti ! pending, and 
without it, the country is 
quickly running out of funds 
and faces repayments of 
IMF loan installments this 
month. Drjsselbloem said 
there could be “no talk of 
disbursement (of bailout 
funds] if there is no imple- 
mentatiion.” 

He said the eurozone 
would consider disbursing 
the loans in parts, but that 
could happen only after 
Greece had begun imple¬ 
menting its reforms. 


Greece’s government was 
voted into power in Janu¬ 
ary on promises of abol¬ 
ishing the budget auster¬ 
ity that accompanied the 
bailout. But si has haa to 
roll back on a series of pre¬ 
election promises, includ¬ 
ing seeking a write-off of 
most of the country’s debt. 
Over ihe weekend, Varou¬ 
fakis saia in an interview 
with Italy's Corriere de la 
Sera newspaper that if the 
creditors do not eventu¬ 
ally approve the reforms, 
his government could call 
new elections or a referen¬ 
dum. 

The government later clari¬ 
fied any referendum would 
be on Ihe content of re¬ 
forms and fecal policy. 
Among other reforms, Va¬ 
roufakis’ suggestions in¬ 
clude using “norvprofes- 
siona! inspectors’’ such as 
s tude n ts, ho us e w i v es a nd 
tourists, to crack down on 
tax evasion, according to 
a eaked copy of the etter. 
The inspectors would be 
hired on a short-term ca¬ 
sual basis “to pose, after 
some basic framing, as cus¬ 
tomers. on behalf of the tax 
authorities, while \vired T for 
sound and video,’’ the let¬ 
ter says. □ 


EU urges Libya to agree on national unity government in days 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The European Union’s for¬ 
eign affairs chief urged Lib¬ 
ya’s feuding po itical lead¬ 
ers on Monday to agree 
on a national unity gov¬ 
ernment. warning that this 
needs to happen “within 
days, not weeks.” 

Federico Mogherini told 
the U.N. Security Council 
in a wide-ranging speech 
lhat the Libyan crisis is 
worsening, with terrorist 
acts spurred by the Islam¬ 
ic State extremist group 
spreading thousands of 


miles from the heart of the 
Middle East into Libya, its 
neighbors and other Afri¬ 
can nations. 

Mogherini strongly backed 
U.N. envoy Bernardino 
Leon’s efforts toward 
reaching a Libyan political 
agreement. 

He said the EU and the in¬ 
ternational community are 
“ready and wiling to pro¬ 
vide all kinds of assistance’’ 
to a national unity govern¬ 
ment. 

Since the overthrew of 
longtime dictator Moam- 
mar Gadhafi in 201 1, Lib¬ 
ya has fragmented into 


different warring militias 
and now has rival govern¬ 
ments — one in the east, 
the other in the west. Rep¬ 
resentatives of the two 
governments are currently 
consulting on proposals to 
end the crisis made during 
three days of U.N.^s pon- 
sored talks in Morocco 
ihat ended Saturday. U.N. 
spokesman Samir Ghattas 
sard the talks will recon¬ 
vene by mrd-week. 
Mogherini said defeating 
the Islamic State group in 
Libya requires a political 
agreement and that the 
same holds for Syria, where 


the EU strongly supports 
U.N, envoy Staffan de Mis- 
tura’s effort to arrange o- 
cal cease-fires to pave the 
way toward a broader so¬ 
lution. 

She urged the internation¬ 
al community to do more 
to wsn the “battle for heads 
and minds" and counter 
the Islamic State and other 
terrors! groups trying to re¬ 
vive “a fabricated clash of 
civilizations." 

She also said war, terror¬ 
ism and poverty are forc¬ 
ing millions of people to 
flee in search of a better 
future, and the phenom¬ 


enon of migration must be 
addressed on many fronts, 
“We cannot let Ihe Medi¬ 
terranean, the cradle 
of millennial civilizations, 
turn into a grave for tens 
of thousands of innocent 
people,’’ Mogherini said. 
She also called for an ur¬ 
gent Sustainable solution” 
in Ukraine, a new interna¬ 
tional framework to solve 
the Israeli-Palestinian con¬ 
flict, and a nuclear agree¬ 
ment with Iran that allows 
it to have a peaceful nu¬ 
clear program and guar¬ 
antees the security of the 
region and the word.Q 
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UN finds ‘alarmingly high’ levels of violence against women 


SOMIN9 SENGUPTA 
©2015 New York Times 
UNITED NATIONS - The evi¬ 
dence is ubiquitous. The 
gang rape of a young 
woman on a bus in New 
Delhi sets off an unusual 
burst of national outrage 
in India. U.S, colleges face 
mounting scrutiny about 
campus rape, in South Su¬ 
dan, women are assaulted 
by both sides in the civil 
war. In Iraq, [ihadis enslave 
women for sex. 

Despite the many gains 
women have made in 
education., health and 
even political power in fhe 
c c urs e of a g e ne ra tio n, v io - 
lence against women and 
girls worldwide “persists at 
alarmingly high levels," ac¬ 
cording to a ULN. analysis 
lhat the Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon is scheduled 
to present to the General 
Assembly on Monday. 
About 35 percent of wom¬ 
en worldwide - more than 
1 in 3 - said they had ex¬ 
perienced violence io their 
lifetime, whether physical, 
sexual, or both, the report 
finds. One in 10 girls under 
the age of 18 was forced to 
have sex, it says. 

The subject is under sharp 
focus as delegates from 
around the world gather 
here starting Monday to as¬ 
sess how well governments 
have done since they 
promised to ensure wom¬ 
en’s equality at a landmark 
conference in Beijing 20 
years ago - and what to do 
next, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, 


who attended the Bei¬ 
jing conference in 1995, is 
scheduled io speak Tues¬ 
day. 

Since the Beijing confer¬ 
ence. there has been mea¬ 


surable, though mixed, 
progress on many fronts, 
according to the LLN. anal¬ 
ysis. As many girls as boys 
are now enrolled in primary 
school, a sharp advance 
since 1995. Maternal mor¬ 
tality rates have fallen 
by half. And women are 
more likely to be in the la¬ 
bor force, though the pay 
gap is closing so slowly that 
it will take another 75 years 
before women and men 


are paid equally for equal 
work. 

The share of women serv¬ 
ing tn egrslatures has. near¬ 
ly doubled, too, though 
women stil account for 


only t in 5 legislators. Ai but 
32 countries have adopted 
laws that guarantee gen¬ 
der equality in their consti¬ 
tutions. 

But violence against wom¬ 
en - including rape, mur¬ 
der and sexual harassment 
- remains stubbornly high 
in countries rich and poor, 
at war and at peace, The 
United Nations 1 main hea rh 
agency, the World Heath 
Organization, found that 3B 


percent of women who are 
murdered are killed by their 
partners. 

Even as women’s groups 
continue to push for laws 
that criminalize violence 


- marital rape is still per¬ 
mitted in many countries - 
new types of attacks have 
emerged, some of them 
onlrne, including ?ape 
threats on Twitter. 

Where there are laws on 
the books, like ones that 
criminalize domestic vio¬ 
lence. for instance, they 
are not reliably enforced. 
The economic impact is 
huge. One recent study 
found that domestic vio¬ 


lence against women and 
children alone costs the 
global economy $4 trillion: 
“Overall, as you look at the 
world, there have been 
no large victories in eradi¬ 
cating violence against 
women,” said Valerie M. 
Hudson, a professor of poli¬ 
tics at Texas A&.M University 
who has developed world 
maps that chart the status 
of women. The vast major¬ 
ity of countries, by her met¬ 
rics, do not have laws that 
protect women’s physical 
safety. 

In. some cases, the laws on 
the books are the problem, 
women’s rights advocates 
say. In some countries, like 
Nigeria, the law permits a 
man to beat his wife under 
certain circumstances. But 
even when laws are tech¬ 
nically adequate, victims 
often do not feel comfort¬ 
able going to law enforce¬ 
ment, or they are unable to 
pay the bribes required to 
file a police report. 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka,. 
the executive director of 
the U.N. agency for gen¬ 
der equity and women’s 
empowerment - known as 
UN Women - said that for 
the laws to mean anything, 
governments around the 
world have to persuade 
their police officers, judges 
and medical personnel 
to take violence against 
women seriously. 

“I am disappointed, I have 
to be honest," she said 
about the stubborn hold of 
violence against women. 



Afghan women who cannot return to their hemes live in a shelter run by Women lor Afghan 
Women in Kabul, Afghanistan. About 35 percent of women worldwide - more than one in three - 
said they had experienced violence in their lifetime, whether physical, sexual, or both, a United 
Nations analysis found. 

(Lynsey Addario/The New York Times) 
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Philippine military says 73 Muslim 
rebels dead in southern offensive 


JIM GOMEI 

Associated Press 

MANILA Philippines (AP) — 

Philippine forces have Idled 
73 hard-line Muslim rebels 
and a suspected foreign 
militant in a three-week of¬ 
fensive in the restive south, 
where 44 anti-terror police 
commandos were killed sn 
January in a clash with in¬ 
surgents, Ihe military said 
Monday. 

Military spokesman Lt. Col. 
Harold Cabunoc sard six 
soldiers had been killed 
and 29 others have been 
wounded in the assaults 
that started Feb, 25 and 
have displaced about 
25,003 villagers in a marshy 
regron in the boundary of 
Maguindanao and North 
Cotabato provinces. 
Military chief of staff Gen. 
Gregorio Pio Catapang or¬ 
dered ihe assault against 
the Bangsamoro Islamic 
Freedom Movement rei> 
els after they attacked ci¬ 
vilian villages. The rebels 
also have been implicated 
in the Jan. 25 killings of 44 
commandos during a raid 
to hunt a suspected terror¬ 


ist in Maguindanao. 
Numbering a few hundred, 
the insurgents broke off 
a few years age from the 
main More Islamic Libera¬ 


tion Front, which signed a 
new Muslim autonomy 
deal with Ihe government 
Iasi year. The breakaway 
rebels vowed to continue 
fighting for a separate Mus¬ 
lim homeland. 

“We have degraded their 
capability to con due I 


atrocities. They are running 
out of ammunition,"Cabu¬ 
noc toSd reporters. 

The breakaway rebels 
have played down such 


military reports of battle 
gains in the past, branding 
them as propaganda. 

The foreign militant was 
killed by Filipino marines 
late Saturday in a gun- 
battle in Maguindanao’s 
S ha riff Saydona Mustapha 
town, Cabunoc said. □ 



Filipino Muslims pray during an intertaith rally to call for unity 
and peaco in southern Philippines at a park northeast of Manila, 
Philippines. Philippine forces have killed 73 hard-line Muslim 
rebels and a suspected foreign militant in the south, the military 
said Monday. 

{AP Photo/feu lift Marquez) 


Mexico: 

Gunmen open fire on mayor’s convoy 


CIUDAD VICTORIA, Mexi¬ 
co (AP) — Authorities de¬ 
tained four alleged carte 
members Monday in con¬ 
nection with an attack on 
the mayor of the border 
city of Mi at am or os, 

Herminio Garza. Tamauli- 
pas state secretary, sard in 
an interview with the Tele¬ 
visa network Monday that 
federal police captured 
foursuspected gunmen be¬ 
fore dawn. They allegedly 
participated in the attack 
on the convoy of Matam- 
oros Mayor Leticia Salazar 


Sunday night, in which the 
mayor and her bodyguards 
escaped unharmed. He 
saia the suspects told au¬ 
thorities they believed the 
convoy belonged to rivals 
encroaching on their terri¬ 
tory. not tne mayor. Gun¬ 
men two vehicles fired 
on Salazar’s convoy, but 
the armored vehicle she 
travelled in was not hit, 
Garza said. One sport utility 
vehicle carrying Salazar’s 
bodyguards was hit. Mat- 
amoros is ihe stronghold of 
the Gulf cartel, which has 


experienced intense fight¬ 
ing among its own factions 
in recent weeks, the city 
lies across the Rio Grande 
from Brownsville, Texas. 
Garza said those detained 
could be members of 
the Gulf cartel, because 
“that’s the most prevalent 
in that region.” 

Recent attacks have in¬ 
cluded a brief kidnapping 
of the editor of a local 
newspaper and a grenade 
attack on the deal Televisa 
affiliate. 

In early February, after 


Officials: Investigators allege 
St Lucia police had ‘death list’ 

STAN BISHOP 
DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 

CASTRIES, St. Lucia (AP) — A team of independent 
investigators is alleging that St. Lucia’s police force 
maintained “death lists” of people deemed to be 
criminals and planted guns at the scenes of polce 
shootings to legitimize their unlawful actions, the Ca¬ 
ribbean country’s leader announced. 

In a national address. Prime Minister Kenny Anthony 
said a team of Jamaican investigators have deliv¬ 
ered an “extremely damning” report coking at the 
deaths of 12 people fatally shot by police in 2010 and 
2011, while another administration was in power, Tne 
investigators from the Jamaica Constabulary Force 
were invited by St. Lucia’s government a year after 
the U.S. withdrew all assistance to island police citing 
concerns about allegations of unlawful killings. 
Quoting from the report, which was not made public, 
Anthony said investigators found that ail the shootings 
reviewed were staged by the police’’ but reported 
publicly as homicides by unknown assailants. Guns 
were allegedly planted by officers and members of 
the police high command may have been involved 
in covering up the truth about the long-rumored ex¬ 
trajudicial shootings. 

“The report confirms that ihe blackist or death lists’ 
referenced by the media, human rights organizations, 
victims’families and citizens alike did exist,” Anthony 
said. Cameron Laure, president of the Police Welfare 
Association in St. Lucia, said he was receiving phone 
calls from “many police officers” about the details dis¬ 
closed by the prime minister. 

"I don't even know how to react at this point. I will 
have to meet with the commissioner of police as well 
as the other members first before making a full state¬ 
ment,” he sard. Aleged tampering with evidence 
didn’t just happen at scenes of police-related fatali¬ 
ties, Anthony disclosed. During their probe, the inves¬ 
tigators disclosed that the server used by some police 
commanders was “deliberately tampered with.” he 
said. The dozen killings occurred during a security ini¬ 
tiative called “Operation Restore Confidence”as the 
tourism-dependent island grappled with a worrying 
rise in violent crime. At the time, former Prime Minister 
Stephenson King publicly warned criminals that “no 
stone will be eft unturned and there will be no hiding 
place for anyone,” 

During the period under review, five of ihe dozen men 
fatally shot by police were killed in a single operation 
in the southern town of Vieux Fort. 

In its most recent annual report on the eland, the 
U.S. State Department complained of the “limited 
progress” of probes into Ihe deadly police shootings. 
In 2012, local inquests concluded that six of the 12 
shootings were justified. But the U.S. imposed its sanc¬ 
tions the following year, indicating they did not have 
confidence in the outcomes of the inquests. Q 































The Tropicana Casino Officially Re-opens and is Better Than Ever! 



EAGLE BEACH - The Tropr- 
cana Casino has been 
closed for renovations for 
a few months. Fortunately 
the employees were not 
senl on a forced vaca¬ 
tion as sometimes hap^ 
pens in other places - but 
they were actually a big 
part of Ihe remodeling job 
the ms elves. They had lots 
of fun doing it too! This was 
a complete remodeling 
from new carpets, tables 
and chairs, hug bar, super 
modern kitchen to new as¬ 
sociates uniforms. 

The building ss totally reno¬ 


vated at a cost of just over 
one million, painted Ultra 
Marine Blue on the outside 
and has a modern spa¬ 
cious industrial lock inside. 
The slots floor has been in¬ 
creased with 20 % and our 
manpower staffing has 
been increased with 50%. 
For the?r members and 
guests the Tropicana Club 
& Casino Aruba has some 
big news to share: 

En 2015 you can expect a 
great deal more from your 
“Trop Advantage® card”. 
How much more? Well, 
let’s just say you're really 


going places. Once you 
achieve Gold, Platinum 
or Black Card status, you 
will receive a complimen¬ 
tary three-night stay at The 
Cosmopolitan of Las Ve¬ 
gas and set sail with Carni¬ 
val Cruise Lines® for up to 
eight days! Bon voyage 1 
“Double Down Sports Bar 
& Grill 11 ss a casual restau¬ 
rant featuring a variety of 
b o Idly fla v ore d, mad e- 
to-order menu items. The 
restaurant created an in¬ 
viting neighborhood at¬ 
mosphere that includes an 
extensive multi-media sys¬ 



tem, a full bar and an open 
layout,, which appeals to 
both sports fans and fami¬ 
lies. "he helpful and al¬ 
ways smiling staff members 
offer great service sn an 
inviting atmosphere. The 
restaurant serves multiple 
uses: for example work¬ 
day lunch, dinner with the 
family, watching the big 
games, late-night cravings 
and room service for the 
holel guest, beach tennis 
guests and fake-out and 
soon breakfast. You wilt be 
able to wit be eat & drink 
while you watch your fa¬ 
vorite sport or games. One 


unique feature is that every 
single eating booth has its 
own monitor.So, no matter 
where you sit, you will nev¬ 
er mss out watching your 
favorite team play! 

The Tropicana Casino also 
offers a variety of theme 
nights. To mention just a 
few: Bingo, Ladies night, 
Local night, seniors day. 
Double points nights and 
ne w to A rub a; F ri day Men's. 
Night. 

To find out the complete 
weeks schedule, stop by 
to try your luck, watch a 
game or have a drink and 
a bite.Q 
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Proceeds of the 4th Annual “Miss Canada” Beach Volleyball Tournament Awarded 





project. Special thanks 
go lo the local vendors 
who donated prizes for 
the all-important raffle. 
They are Queens Jewel¬ 
ers, Diamante Jewels L 
Time, Marriott Vacation 
Club, and Renaissance 
Resort. 

This year, proceeds of 
$7,S00 were distributed to 
Ambienle Feliz, a full time 
home for the mentally 
challenged, the Aruba 
Scholarship Foundation, 
elderly care facility Sigh¬ 
ting Thuiszorg Aruba, and 
to Hycienth Palmer, who 
personally cooks large 
batches of soup that she 
distributes to the elderly 
and less fortunate. 

Ernst Giel of ihe Aruba 
Tourism Authority was on 
hand to present the Be¬ 
gins with an Emerald Am¬ 
bassador Certificate for 
theirsteadfast dedication 
to Aruba and contribu¬ 
tions to the community, 
Daniel Teckienborg, ihe 
director of CEDE Aruba, 
which administrates and 
finds funding for the is¬ 
land's foundations and 
worthwhile social proj¬ 
ects, prosed Michelle. 
“Miss Canada" Begin for 
her devotion to the un¬ 
derprivileged. He cited 
how fortunate Aruba was 
to have her as an annual 
visitor, selflessly sacrificing 
her vacation time to assist 
Arubo’s needy and put 
these important causes 
into the spotlight.Q 


with worthwhile causes 
and foundations. She 
cares greatly for the less 
fortunate and regularly 
hosts fundraising events 
in Canada and Africa. A 
fewyears ago, she began 
deploying her consum¬ 
mate people skills to assist 
Aruban foundations. She 
feels compelled to “give 
back" to Ihe island where 
she has made so many 
dear friends, resulting in 
her annual fundraising 
volleyball tournament, a 
fun day for participants 
and spectators alike. 

This year. Ihe loumarnent 
was conducted on Sun¬ 
day, March 1. The awards 
of the monies raised were 
hosted by event sponsors 
Hard Rock Cafe on Friday 


evening, March 6. The fes¬ 
tive event is also a thank 
you to the volunteers 
who help Michelle during 
each year, comprised of 
her Canadian compatri¬ 
ots who live and vacation 
on the island, and many 
of her Dutch and Aruban 
friends with whom she 
shares a strong bond of 
community activism. 

Also honored were princi¬ 
pal sponsors, Lo Cabana 
Beach Resort. Portfolio 
Prinling, Balashi Brewery 
and Tropical Bottling, as 
well as Hard Rock Cafe. 
Fartta Luidens of the lo¬ 
cal TV lifestyle show Nos 
Mainta and Ruben Gor- 
cra of Power FM radio 
received tribute for Iheir 
steadfast support of the 


March Madness at Touchdown Sports Bar and Grill Aruba! 


PALM BEACH - The 2015 
NCAA Men’s Division I 
Basketball Tournament will 
involve 68 College Teams 
playing in a single-ellrruna- 
lion tournament to deter¬ 
mine the National Cham¬ 


pion of Men’s NCAA Divi¬ 
sion I College Basketball. 
It is scheduled to begin on 
March 17, 2015, and will 
conclude with the Cham¬ 
pionship Game on April 6 
at Lucas Oil Stadium in In¬ 


dianapolis, Indiana. 

No matter which Col¬ 
lege you cheer for, we 
at Touchdown Sports 
Bar and Grill Aruba offer 
Great food, Great Drinks, 
and a Great Time for you. 


your Family and Friends 
on Big Screens with indoor 
and outdoor seating, so 
let us host you for the big 
game! See you at Touch¬ 
down Sports Bar and Grill 
ArubalQ 


PALM BEACH- After more 
than 30 years of returning 
lo Aruba to escape the 
worst of Canada’s win¬ 
ters, Michelle Begin and 
herhusband Jean consid¬ 
er the island their "home 
away from home.” Her 
vivacity and outgoing 
nature as well as pride 


for her homeland has 
earned her the nickname 
of “Ms. Canada," among 
island residents end her 
vacationing friends. 
During her five weeks on 
the island Michelle likes 
to keep busy, and for 
this community activist, 
it means being involved 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wiJe voiiely q( Retail & Dining Gullets, 
Solan & Spo Services, Souvenirs mill more. 


Elaskin Robbins | Dun kin Donuts Fusion Pinna S Wine Bar 
Junn Valdiez Cafs | Subway | R-Glass | Shalom Body and Soul Spn 
Ho-llywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique | The Lazy Lizard i The Merkel 

TOFTwist of Flavors ^ 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open drily lOnm 1 & 4am«J.E. Irausquin 
533.5000 • casinoaIhambro.com 




TONIGHT is the FINAL NIGHT! Comedians From The ‘Letterman 
Show/ and Comedy Central Performing at The Marriott Resort! 


-■Top American comedi¬ 
ans perform in Ray Ellin's 
phenomenal show at the 
Marriott Resort and Stellards 
Casino TONIGHT! 

PALM iBEACH - “Aruba 
Ray’s Comedy Show,” 
has just one night left, this 
evening ai B30pm, If you 
haven't been, it is Ihe best 
night time event here in 
Aruba, You can purchase 
tickets online at www.Aru- 
baC omedy.com. 

Each show consists of three 
of New York’s lop stand 
up comedians. The perfor¬ 
mances have been taking 
place off and on for the 
past two years, and have 
gotten rave reviews. 

The shows are the brain¬ 
child of “Aruba Ray" Ellin, 
a successful comedian 
and entrepreneur from 
New York City. Ellin has 
produced land starred in| 
television shows, films, and 
literally hundreds of Hive 
shows. He is considered 


by his peers to be the best 
host in NYC, something he 
has demonstrated night 
after night these past five 
weeks. 

After coming to Aruba 
every month for Ihe past 
three years, Eiin decided 
to bring top entertainment 
to the island he oves, and 
was given the name “Aru- 
Pa Ray” by one of his fel¬ 
low comedians. 

The shows have been top 
notch: all of the performers 
have appeared on major 
television shows. 

“We are thrived to have 
these great shows at our 
resort!” said Martha Miller. 
“We’ve been coming to 
Aruba for years, and are 
so glad to have Shis type 
of entertainment. It’s long 
overdue." 

Tonight’s show is at 1330pm 
in the Amsterdam Ballroom 
at the Marriott Resort, 
down the hall from their 
casino. The doors open at 
8pm. 


Tickets can be purchase- 
dat www.AruboCom edy. 
com. 

If you do not have a com¬ 
puter, you can ask your 
concierge for assistance, 
You can also call 520-6606 
or 749-4363 for more infor¬ 



mation and reservations. 
Ticketing and seating is 
firs I come first serve. Doors 
open at Spm, 

If available, you can pur¬ 
chase tickets in person at 
the Amsterdam Ballroom 
door starting at 730pm. 
Tickets are $34. There is 
also an option to purchase 
a premium four-hour open 


bar, and each person gets 
$10 FREE Slot Play cash with 
each ttcket. 

Tonight’s lineup: 

BRIAN SCOTT Me FAD DEN. 
Brian has appeared on the 
Davrd Letterman show, the 
Craig Ferguson Show, and 
the hit Ben Stiller fiimThe Se¬ 
cret Life of Walter Milty. 
MIKE BURTON, from Fox TV 
and Comedy Central. 

RAY ELLIN wdl host the 
shows. Ray has appeared 
on many television pro¬ 
grams: he es the host of 
the new Gong Show Live, 
a resurrection of the clas¬ 
sic 70’s te evision show. He 
also hosted the popular 
talk show Late Net, and 
hosted the television shows 
The Movie Loft. Brain Fuel, 
and New York Now. He 
also produced and direct¬ 
ed the very successful film 
The Latin Legends of Com¬ 
edy, distributee by 20th 
Century Fox. 

Additional info: 

It is suggested to arrive ear¬ 


ly-seating is first come first 
serve. Doors open at Bpm. 
The tickets are $34. And 
each Comedy Ticket gives 
every audience member 
$10 in FREE Slot Play in the 
Stellar is Casino at the Mar¬ 
riott (ID requiredfj. Also, 
each Comedy Ticket will 
also provide a 20% dis¬ 
count to Ihe Aruba La Vista 
buffet. 

Audience members can 
purchase an optional four 
hour premium open bar 
for only $20! The premium 
open bar continues after 
the show sn the casino un¬ 
til midnight. An incrediPle 
deal, and a full night out. 
Drinks are available for pur¬ 
chase, but there is NO drink 
minimum! 

Anyone can attend, how¬ 
ever the show ts suggested 
for a mature audience. 
These comedians perform 
regularly in New York City’s 
biggest venues. 

Ask your concierge for as¬ 
sistance. G 
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Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beachl 


PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours 3 Waters- 
ports 3. Pelican Nest Bar 3 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offeir Sailing 3. Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset 3 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Crusse. Wet 
3 Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach 3 Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa¬ 
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ters ports such as wave run¬ 
ners, paras, ailing, tubing 
and much more,. Our desks 
are located at Casa del 
Mar {pool deck), PJaya Lin¬ 
da resort next to the juice 
bar. Holiday Inn Desk and 
at the Concierge 3 Peli¬ 
can Pier desk located be¬ 
tween Holiday Inn hotel 3 
Playa Linda Resort. 

Pe icon Nest Restaurant of¬ 
fers an impressive selection 
of fresh seafood [caught 
daily ay our own fleet). In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 




laxing atmosphere. Open 
doily for dinner reservations 
call 297-306-2259 from 11 
am. 

Our Captain’s Morgan Pier 


Bar offers a dacly happy 
hour from 4 till 6 pm. 

Last but not least our Piz¬ 
zeria del Mar that offers a 
variety of pizzas,Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of OrSft- 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood m Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words ;fresh seafood" 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island, His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called '"Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of inti LUMPS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 200$ 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes:: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant This 

authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: S40G -1/2 day * 
5760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d ri ftwood aruba.com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 


































SPORTS I* 17 


TUESDAY 10 MARCH 2015 



NHL Capsu/es 

Brassard s OT goal 
gives Rangers 1-0 
win over Black- 
hawks 



New York Rangers' Ryan 
McDonagh {27 ) celebrates 
with teammate Derick 
Brassard after Brassard 
scored a goal to defeat the 
Chicago Black hawks 3 -0 in 
overtime of an NHL hockey 
game Sunday, March 8. 20-1$. 
in Chicago. 

Associated Press 

The Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Derick 
Brassard scored 32 seconds 
into overtime and Cam Tal¬ 
bot mode 29 saves for his 
fifth shutout of the season 
in the New York Rangers’ 
t-0 victory over the Chica¬ 
go Blaekhawks in the NHL 
on Sunday night. Brassard 
swooped in from left wing 
and fired a shot past Corey 
Crawford on the stick side 
after faking a cross-ice feed 
from Mats ZuccareiEo. The 
Rangers moved within a 
point of the first-place New 
York Islanders in the Metro¬ 
politan Division. Talbot was 
sharp in his 15th start in 16 
games since Ho. 1 goafie 
Henrik Lundqvist has been 
sidelined with a neck inju¬ 
ry. Talbot has eight career 
shutouts. Crawford finished 
with 35 saves after stopping 
a career-high 46 shots Fri¬ 
day night in a 2-1 shootout 
win over Edmonton. 
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Continued on Page 2 1 


Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook (0) goes up for a shot past Toronto Raptors guard Kyle Lowry (7} in the third quarter 
of an NBA basketball game in Oklahoma City, Sunday, March s r 201 5. Associated Press 
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Canadian m usher Rob Cooke is the first off the line during the 
ceremonial start of the IdHarad Trail Sled Deg Race, Saturday, 
March 7. 2015. in Anchorage, Alaska. Associated Press 


Iditarod begins; mushers embark 
on new route across Alaska 


MARKTHGESSEN 
Associated Press 
FAIRBANKS, Alaska (AP) 

— Iditarod mushers began 
their 1,000-mile [1,609-kilo- 
meter] trek across Alaska 
along a new route Monday 
after poor trail conditions 
forced organizers to push 
the race’s start north, by¬ 
passing a mountain range. 
Canadian rookie Rob 
Cooke, whso hails from 
Whitehorse. Yukon Terri¬ 
tory. was the first musher 
to leave in Fairbanks in the 
staggered start. 

The Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Race usually kicks off 225 
miles (362 kilometers] south 
in Willow, but officials de¬ 
cided to move it because 
of a lack of snow in the 
Alaska Range. 

The ditarod spans two 
mountain ranges, danger¬ 
ous wilderness and the 
wind-whipped Bering Sea 


coast. This is only the sec¬ 
ond time Fairbanks has 
hosted the official start; 
similar low-snow conditions 
also moved it there in 2003. 
The same weather pattern 
that repeatedly dumped 
snow on the East Coast has 
left Alaska fairly warm and 
snowless this winter. Even 
a snowstorm projected to 
dump up to 9 inches of 
snow Friday in Anchorage 
turned into an all-night rain 
inslead. 

The Jack of snow has made 
for treacherous conditions 
south of the Alaska Range, 
especially in the area of 
the Datzetl Gorge, consid¬ 
ered the roughest patch 
for mushers and dogs. This 
is where many mushers 
were bloodied and bruised 
in crashes last year. 

Officials said this year’s 
conditions are worse. 

The new route will reduce 


the number of check¬ 
points in the early part of 
the race. BuG it adds stops 
at villages that have never 
been part of the Iditarod 
— like tiny Huslia, an Atha¬ 
bascan village of about 
300 residents. 

Even though the Alaska 
Range has been eliminat¬ 
ed, the race will now be 
run on about 600 miles |965 
kilometers) of river ice. and 
that can cause a whole 
new set of obstacles to 
overcome. 

This year’s ditarod includes 
78 mushers. including 20 
rookies and six former 
champions. 

Racers leave the starting 
chute in two-minute inter¬ 
vals. Their goal is to be first 
musher to drive their dog 
team to the finish tine in the 
coastal town of Nome. 

The winner will pocket 
$70,000 .Q 


Alex Cejka wins Puerto Rico Open in 5-man playoff 
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Alex Cejka kisses his trophy after winning the Puerto Rico Open in Rio Grande, 
Puerto Rico, Sunday, MarchB,2015. the 44-year-ofid Cxech-born German’s first 
PGA Tour title. Associated Press 


RIO GRANDE, Puerto Rico (AP) — 

Alex Cejka won the Puerto Rsco 
Open on Sunday for his first PGA 
lour title, making a 15-foot birdie 
putt on the first hole of a five-man. 
playoff. 

The 44-year-old Czech-born Ger¬ 
man won in his 2B7th start on the 
PGA Tour. A four-time European 
Tour winner, he birdied four of the 
first six holes and finished with a 
3-under 69 in rainy, windy condi¬ 
tions at Trump tnternational-Puer- 
to Rico. 

“I’m speechless.”'Cejka said. “I’m 
glad it's over, it’s been a grinding 
week, tough week. The first victo¬ 
ry is always the toughest. ... These 
guys are good. G mean this ?s the 
slogan. At least I can say I played 
the FGA Tour for a long iime and 
I won. So that’s a good sentence 
I can use when I retire.” 

Sam Saunders, Arnold Palmer’s 
grandson, had a chance to force 
another playoff hole, but he 
Q-foot birdie try on the par-5 18th 
went to the right, 

“I really felt like I hit a pretty good 
putt there,” Saunders said. “It 
went right on me and I was play¬ 
ing it inside the hole. I’m still proud. 

had a great week ... just good 
things going forward. Happy for 
Alex, He's been out here so long 
and he's been a great player for 
a long time. He deserves if. I'm 
very happy for him. Hopefully, I 'll 


have more chances like this." 

Jon Curran, Tim Petrovsc and Ar¬ 
gentina's Errnliana Griilo also were 
in the playoff. 

Grille and Curran shared the lead 
at 8 under with one hole left in 
regulation, but closed with bo¬ 
geys in the second-to-last group. 
“Nobody even thought that two 
guys could make bogey on the 
tost,” Cejkasaid, 

Griilo missed a short par puff and 
settled f or a 70. 

“It’s definitely a tough one,” Griilo 
said. “Bui I would take a playoff 
at the beginning of the week, and 


have a chance to win the tour¬ 
nament. It’s hard. ... It feels like I 
should have won this tournament 
by four or five shots.” 

Cejka had already changed 
clothes, thinking he had no 
chance to get in a playoff. 

‘If that would be a long par 4, 
people can make bogey, but a 
par 5 downwind — they moved 
the tees up — and two guys bo¬ 
geyed,” Cejka said. ‘The odds 
were nol that good, l changed, 
i had everything ready to go to 
the airport and almost was very 
satisfied with a ihird finish. And 


suddenly it changed, and here I 
am. And I’m very, very pleased. I 
don't think "m going to sleep to¬ 
night.” 

He quickly changed back into 
golf attire. 

“We had a couple of minutes,” 
Cejka said. "1 had shorts on and 
a T-shirt and I had everything 
packed. Luckily, there was one 
more group, the final group com¬ 
ing, so I changed. But I didn't hit 
balls. Some of the guys were hit¬ 
ting balls in the rain or putting. But 
literally just put some fresh clothes 
on me and some dry clothes and 
I was ready to go.” 

Curran also had a 70, 

“I’m really proud of myself to put 
myself in the position lhat I was in. 
It was just kind of a surreal place 
to be,” Curran said. “I had a 
chance to win. I was right there." 
Petrovic shot a 67, and Saunders 
had a 68 

Scott Brown, the 2013 winner 
playing in the final group, had a 
chance to get into the playoff 
with a birdie on the final hole, but 
made a bogey to drop into a tie 
for 10th at 5 under. He finished 
with a 73. 

DIVOTS: At 44 years, 3 months, 
6 days, Cejka is the oldest first- 
lime winner since Ken Duke won 
the 2013 Travelers at 44 years, 4 
months, 25 days. ... Griilo played 
on a sponsor exemptson.Q 
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Major league teams wrestle with personal catchers 


JAY COHEN 

AP Sports Vfriter 

MESA.. Arizona (AP) — Soon af¬ 
ter the Chicago Cubs signed 
Jon Lester over the winter, they 
brought in David Ross, Clayton 
Kershaw praised the work of A.J. 
Ellis, and the Los Angeles Dodgers 
re-signed the veteran catcher in 
January. 

Then, there is Johnny Cueto and 
Brayan Pena in Cincinnati, and 
R.A. Dickey and Josh Thole in To¬ 
ronto, 

The concept of personal catch¬ 
ers, the pairing of ace pitchers 
and usually light-hitting backstops 
for a majority of their starts, has 
been around for decades. Steve 
Carlton and Tim McCarver had a 
successful run with St. Louis and 
Philadelphia, and Greg Maddux 
loved throwing to Eddie Perez in 
Atlanta. But there are a hand¬ 
ful of teams taking a closer fook 
at that type of arrangement this 
spring, with most of them trying 
for more flexibility for the upcom¬ 
ing season. 

“I think ft has to be a very spe¬ 
cial relationship,”said Reds man¬ 
ager Bryan Price, a former pitch¬ 
ing coach. “That being said, you 
have to be capable and willing 
to throw to whoever is back there. 
The catcher’s responsibility is mak¬ 
ing that pitcher comfortable and 
confident that he’s back there.” 
Lester had a lot of success with 
Ross last season, but the re¬ 
vamped Cubs also acquired 
Miguel Montero in December. 
The Dodgers got Yasmani Gran- 
dat in an offseason trade with 
San Diego, likely pushing Ellis into 
a reserve role, and the Reds have 
emerging star Devin Mesoraco 
behind the plate. Russell Martin 
is learning how to catch Dickey’s 
knuckleball after signing an $32 
million, five-year contract with To¬ 
ronto, putting Thole’s roster spot 
in jeopardy. 

t’s a much different situation for 
Kansas City, which is mulling over 
a personal catcher for one of its 
starting pitchers to ensure Salva¬ 
dor Perez gets more rest. Perezset 
a couple of major league records 
iast year by catching 153 games 


and 1,3139 2-3 innings, including 
15 games and 141 innings in the 
playoffs. 

“It’s just easier when you’ve got a 
guy like Sal, for me. you know he’s 
not playing that day,” manager 
Ned Yost said. 

The most popular reason for a 
personal catcher is the rapport 
between the battery, and the irn- 


cafcher does, lhat could be a 
consideration. So there’s differ¬ 
ent ways to look at it. absolutely, i 
don’t try to get too nuts about ft, I 
really don’t.” 

Lester had Ross behind the plate 
for most of Ns starts last year, 
when he went 16-11 with a ca¬ 
reer-low 2.46 ERA. The left-hander 
finalized a $155 million, six-year 


here recently, he’s obviously go¬ 
ing to be a vital part of this team. 
He’s not just here for rne.” 

Ellis was behind the plate for 22 
games and 164 1-3 innings as Ker¬ 
shaw put tog ether one of the best 
seasons for a pitcher in years. The 
lefty was 21-3 with a 1,77 ERA in 
27 starts on his way to his second 
consecutive NL Cy Young Award 



Los Angeles Dodgers catcher A,J. Ellis fails to throw out Milwaukee Brewers 1 Elian Herrera at first during the third inning of a 
spring training baseball game in Glendale, Ariz.. on Sunday, March 9, 2015. 

Associated Press 

and his first NL MVP trophy. Ells 
has caught Kershaw for 603 1-3 
innings over 36 games, compiling 
a 1.94 ERA. 

“He’s been around for three years 
now and he deserves a lot of 
credit for my success,” Kershaw 
said. “We’re on the same cage 
and that just comes with trust¬ 
ing him and knowing the game. 
You hope you can have that rap- 
pa rt with all your catchers and 
I’m sure as Yasmani catches me 
more we’ll get there, too. But it’s 
definitely nice to have somebody 
that’s been there before. 


portance of that relationship to 
the success of the team. The par¬ 
ticular catcher and pitcher are 
often cose friends, which helps 
them work together on the field. 
But the rise of defensive metrics, 
including data on pitch framing, 
also can help create a successful 
pairing. 

“A part of a catcher being good 
is that maybe he receives veloc¬ 
ity better,” Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said, “and that could 
pe a consideration. This guy’s 
a low-ball pitcher, this guy re¬ 
alty handles the low-bail well, ths 


contract with Chicago on Dec. 
15, and Ross’ $5 million, two-year 
contract was announced eight 
days later, 

Lester has a 2.77 ERA in 29 games 
and 195 innings with Ross behind 
the plate, according to STATS, His 
career ERA is 3.53, 

“It’s always good when you have 
comfort, when you see comfort, 
when you feel comfort,” Lester 
said after throwing to Ross in his 
firs! spring start, “That’s obviously 
something that you always kind 
of fall back on. 

“But like I’ve said in the past and 
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Westbrook’s 7th triple-double leads OKC past Raptors 



Oklahoma City Thunde r center Enes Ranter (34) is fouled by To¬ 
ronto Raptors forward Terrence Rosi, rear, as he shoots between 
Ross and center Jonas VaEanciunas (17) in the fourth quarter of 
an NIA basketball game in Oklahoma City, Sunday, March 8. 
201 5. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITV (AP) — 

Russell Westbrook had 
his fifth trtale-double in six 
games to help the Oklaho¬ 
ma City Thunder beat the 
Toronto Raptors 108-104 on 
Sunday night. 

The NBA scoring leader 
had 80 points, matched a 
career high with 17 assists 
and added 1 1 rebounds ror 
his seventh Triple-double of 
the season and lblh over¬ 
all. 

Enes Kanter had 21 points 
and 12 rebounds, and 
Serge Ibaka had 21 points 
and five blocks for the Thun¬ 
der. They remained alone 
in eighth place in the West¬ 
ern Conference standings. 
DeMar DeRozan scored 24 
points for Toronto, The Rap¬ 
tors have lost three straight. 
WARRIORS 106, CLIPPERS 98 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 
— Draymond Green had 
23 points and six assists and 
Golden State beat Los An¬ 
geles for its sixth straight 
home victory. 

Klay Thompson added 21 
points on P-for-13 shooting. 
Shaun Livingston gave 
Golden State another nice 
Tft off the bench with a 
season-best 21 points and 


eight rebounds in 28 min¬ 
utes to help the supporting 
cast take some pressure off 
do-everything posnt guard 
Stephen Curry. Curry didn't 
score his first field goal un¬ 
til 5:16 before halftime and 
finished with 12 points and 
four assists. 

Austin Rivers had 22 points 
for Los Angeles. 

SPURS 116, BULLS 105 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Tony 
Parker had a season-high 
32 points as San Antonio 


beat Chicago for its fifth 
straight victory- 
Tim Duncan failed to make 
a baskel for the first time 
in his career, ending his 
NBA-record streak at 1.310 
games. He was 0for 0 white 
and finished with three 
points. 

Kawhi Leonard added 20 
points, Patty Mills had 15 
pornts and Manu Ginobili 
14 for the Spurs. 

Fau Gasol had 23 points 
and Aaron Brooks added 


22 for Chicago. 

MAVERICKS 100, LAKERS 93 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mon- 
ta Ellis scored 10 of his 31 
points in the third quarter 
and Dallas closed with a 
16-3 spurt in the finai 6:36 to 
beat Los Angeles. 

Dirk Nowitzki had 12 points 
for the Mavericks. They 
played without point guard 
Devin Harris for the second 
straight game because of 
an injured right hand, but 
Chandler Parsons had 1 1 
points and six rebounds 
in 35 minutes after miss¬ 
ing seven games with a 
sprained left ankle. 

Carlos Boozer had 17 poinls 
and eight rebounds for the 
Lakers. 

MAGIC 103, CELTICS ?8 
ORLANDO, Floridct (AP) — 

Tobias Harris and Maurice 
Harkless combined for 16 
points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter to help Orlando rally to 
beat Boston. 

Victor Oladrpo scored 22 
points for the Magic, Har¬ 
ris had 21 and rookie Elfrid 
Payton added 19 points, 10 
rebounds and seven assists. 
Isaiah Thomas scored 21 
points for Boston. Brandon 
Bass added 19 points and 
1 6 rebounds. 


HORNETS 108, PISTONS 10! 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 

(AP) — Al Jefferson scored 
24 points and streaking 
Charlotte beat Detroit in a 
matchup of Eastern Con¬ 
ference playoff hopefuls. 
Mo Wi I Ira ms had 19 posnts 
and nine assets for the Hor¬ 
nets. 

Reggie Jackson led the Pis¬ 
tons with 25 points. 

JAZZ 95 . NETS 88 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gordon 
Hayward scored 24 points, 
including five straighl to 
stop a Brooklyn rally, as 
Utah beat the Nets. 

Former Nets forward Der¬ 
rick Favors added 22 points 
and eight rebounds for the 
Jazz, 

Utah won for the seventh 
rime in nine games and fin¬ 
ished off a 3-1 road trip. 
Brook Lopez had 19 points 
and 10 rebounds for the 
Nets. 

In other NBA games it was 
San Antonio 116, Chicago 
105; Golden State 106, L.A. 
Clippers 98; Oriando 103, 
Boston 98: Charlotte 130, 
Detroit 101: Utah 95, Brook¬ 
lyn 80: Oklahoma City 100, 
Toronto 104: and Dallas 
100, L.A. Lakers 93,□ 



Orlando City SCY Kakcf (ID) mover the ball past New York city 
F C \Sebastian Velasquez, left, during the second half of an ML& 
soccer game, Sunday, March s, 2315, in Orlando, Fla, 

Associated Press 


Kaka’s late goal gives Orlando 
City 1-1 draw with NYCFC 


The Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 

Brazi international Kaka 
scored in extra time for Or¬ 
lando City to salvage a 1-1 
draw against New Vork City 
PC trt the first match for the 
latest expansion teams to 
join Major League Soccer. 
New York appeared to be 
to be on its way to victory in 
the 76th minute when Mix 
Diskerud took a pass from 
David Villa just outside the 
area and rifled a curling 
shot that sneaked inside 
the far post to go up 1-0. 

Bui Orlando was awarded 
a free kick in the 91st min¬ 
ute after Kevin Molina was 
fouled 10 yards outside 
the area, setting up Kaka’s 
goal on a deflection off 
New York’s wall. 

The 32-year-old Kaka, who 


played in the World Cup 
for Brazil in 2002, 2006 and 
2010, signed a three-and- 
a-half year deal with Or¬ 
lando last July after termi¬ 
nating his contraci with AC 
Milan, He was on loan to 
San Paulo PC in the MLS off¬ 
season. 

“The result wasn't what we 
wanted, but everything 
that happened today was 
really incredible,” Kaka 
said. “We have a tat to im¬ 
prove on and we’re going 
to improve, but it was a re¬ 
alty special day for every¬ 
one on this team/ 1 
A crowd of 62,510 watched 
the match, the second- 
highest attendance for an 
MLS inaugural: game af¬ 
ter the 69,255 people who 
watched Ihe L.A. Galaxy’s 
debut in 1996, 


In Seattle, U.S. nation¬ 
al team captain Clint 
Dempsey scored twice and 
Obafemi Martins added a 
goal to help ihe Sounders 
beat New England 3-0. 
Dempsey opened the scor¬ 
ing in the 25th minute on a 
penalty after being taken 
down in the area by New 
England’s Juan Agudelo. 
He put the match out of 
reach in ihe 67th with a 
goal off a pass from Marco 
Pappa. 

Elsewhere, short-handed 
Sporting Kansas City was 
held to a 1-1 draw against 
the New York Red Bulls. 
Sporting opened the scor¬ 
ing in the 50th minute when 
Ike Opara headed in Ben¬ 
ny Feiihaber’s cross. Lloyd 
Sam got the equalizer four 
minutes later. □ 
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BRUINS 5.. RED WINGS 3 
BOSTON (AP) — Daniel 
Faille scored two goa>s, 
one short-handed, and 
Brad Marchand added 
□ short-handed goal in 
Boston's victory over De¬ 
troit 

Clinging to the Eastern 
Conference’s eighth 
and final playoff spot, 
Boston is 5-1-1 in its Iasi 


saves, while luukka Rask 
got the day off after 
playing 21 of 22 games. 
Luke Glendening, Gus¬ 
tav Nyqu&i and Marek 
Zidlicky scored for the 
Red Wings. They have 
lost two straight after 
a three-game winning 
streak. 

AVALANCHE 3, WILD 2 
ST. PAUL Minnesota (AP) 
— Sernyon Varlamov 
stopped 29 shots and 
Zach Redmond had a 
goal and an assist as 
Colorado beat Minne¬ 
sota. 

Cody McLeod and Ga¬ 
briel Landeskog also 


Minnesota, I he Wild had 
won five straight. 

DEVILS 5, FLYERS 2 
NEWARK, New Jersey 
(AP) — Adam Henrique 
scored two goals and 
Keith lOnkaid had 25 
saves in hrs return to the 
lineup to lead New Jer¬ 
sey past Philadelphia, 
Jacob Josetson broke a 
second-period tie with a 
short-handed goal and 
defenseman Eric Gelmas 
added a power-play 
tally to help the Dev¬ 
ils bounce back from a 
disappointing loss to Co¬ 
lumbus and send the Fly¬ 
ers to their second loss in 



seven. 

Dav^d Pastmak and Loui 
Eriksson each had a 
power-play goal for Bos¬ 
ton. Backup goalie Nik- 
las Svedberg made 36 


scored for Colorado. 
Chris Stewart and Thom¬ 
as Vanek scored late 
for the Wild, and Devan 
Dubnyk had 18 saves in 
his 24th straight start for 


two days. 

Stephen Gionta atso 
scored and Steve Bernier 
added three assists. 

Rycn White and Michael 
Raffl scored far the Fly¬ 
ers. 

HURRICANES 7, OILERS 4 
RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — Etias Lindholrn 
had three goals for his 
first hat trick ond added 
two assists as Carolina 
rallied from three goats 
down to beot Edmon¬ 
ton. 

Jeff Skinner scared twee, 
and Alexander Semin 
and Andrej Nestrasi add¬ 
ed goals far Carolina. 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
had his second career 
hat trick to increase his 



scoring total to 19 goals 
for Edmonton. Jordan 
Eberle added a goal 
and two assists for the 
Oilers. 

SENATORS 5, FLAMES 4, 
SO 

OTTAWA, Ontario |AP] — 
Erik Kaiisson scored the 
winner in the sixth round 
of the shootout as Ot¬ 
tawa beat Calgary af¬ 
ter blowing a b>g lead in 
regulation. 

Alex Chiasson, Milan 
Michalek, Mark Borow- 
iecki and Mike Hoffman 
scored for the Senators, 


They led 4-0 in the third 
period before giving uo 
four straight goals to al¬ 
low the Flames to tie if. 
Kris Russell scored twice 
for Ihe Flames, and Joe 
Colborne and Mikael 
Backlund added goals. 

In other NHL games 4 
was Ottawa 5, Calgary 
4, SO 

Boston 5, Detroit 3; Caro¬ 
lina 7, Edmonton 4; New 
Jersey 5, Philadelphia 2; 
Colorado 3, Minnesota 
2; ond 

N.Y. Rangers 1, Chicago 
D, OT.Q 
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More money available as NFL teams dive into free agency 


ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Some learns go wild 
spending for veterans in 
free agency. Others prefer 
lo focus on the fresh crop 
of talent at American uni¬ 
versities. 

Free agency philosophies 
vary almost as much as 
teams 1, uniforms, and they 
can change year to year 
depending on Ihe budget. 
Fans love free agency be¬ 
cause most of the players 
are known quantities, if not 
household names. Bui it : s 
important to remember 
when the market opens 
Tuesday that there are aF 
ways reasons these play¬ 
ers are available in the first 
place, be it consistency, 
character, chemistry or 
simply cost, 

“in a perfect world," Bears 
general manager Ryan 
Pace said, “you address 
a lot of your needs in free 
agency to open up the 
draft for [the) best player 
available." 

Broncos boss John Elway 
has made some splashy 
moves in free agency the 
last few years, including 
signing the biggest free 
agenl ever in Peyton Man¬ 
ning, He T s also lured Lous 
Vasquez. Wes Welker, TJ. 
Word, Aqib Talib and De- 
Marcus Ware to the Brorv 



in this Sept, 28, 2014, fib photo, Dallas CowboysDeMarco 
Murray (2?) sprints to the end zone fe r a to uchdown as New 
Orleans Saints' Jairus Byrd, left, attempts to stop him during the 
second half of an NFL football game in Arlington, Texas. 


cos. 

He 's more strapped for 
cash this year, even with 
Manning's $4 million pay 
cut. 

Like just about every gener¬ 
al manger, he swears he’d 
rather pick h?s players on 
draft day than recruit I hem 
— even though he can 
wine and dune the mi at his 
own "Elway V’steakhouse. 
“Our philosophy is to butld 
in the draft and then add 
with free agency," Elway 
said, "We've just been for¬ 
tunate (to) get some very 
good high-profile players.” 
Like most roster builders. El¬ 
way prefers players seeking 
their second contract be- 


Aisodated Press 

cause they’re experienced 
but still in their prime. Still, 
he’s grabbed the likes of 
Jim Leonhard, Keith Brook¬ 
ing and Brandon Stokley 
from the NFL’s bargain bin, 
and all of them paid big 
dividends for a year. 

Finding comfort on the 
other side of the spectrum 
is Packers GM Ted Thomp¬ 
son, whose team was well 
under the salary cap Iasi 
year as it chose not to 
spend about $10 mi lion in 
available funds. 

While some flustered fans 
argue thal money mighl 
have made a difference 
in reaching the Super Bowl, 
“we don’t necessarily look 


at it like thai,” Thompson 
said. “We feel like we un¬ 
derstand what the cap 
means. It doesn’t mean we 
roll over money every year 
and it doesn’t mean we 
spend to the last penny. We 
run our business the way we 
think if should be run. We 
like to get in position where 
we make football decisions 
and don’t make economic 
decisions.” 

Like Green Bay. the Steelers 
have traditionally stayed 
quiet in Ihe spring only lo 
roar in the fall. They've 
found a happy middle 
ground, bringing in the iikes 
of lesser-known, lower-cos I 
free agents such as Arthur 
Moates and Brice McCain. 
This year, teams have more 
money to throw around 
with the salary cap rising 
$10 million to $143.2B mil¬ 
lion. 

Thai’s good news for the 
likes of Ndamukong Suh, 
Devin McCourty, Julius 
Thomas, Byiron Maxwell, 
DeMarco Murray and oth¬ 
ers looking to cash in. And 
white every team would 
love to land one of these 
crown jewel free agents, 
most swear they’d prefer 
to find the nexl big player 
in the draft. 

The Redskins used to "win” 
every offseason — in oarl 
because they’d get a 


head-start on it by con¬ 
tinually missing the play¬ 
offs. Mostly, however, it 
was because Dan Snyder 
threw around his money to 
sign high-profile pfayers like 
Deion Sanders. Bruce Smith 
and Albert Haynes worth. 
The pendulum has swung in 
the last few years, and new 
GM Scott McCloughan 
had this to say: ll You start 
dabbling too much in free 
agency, sometimes you’re 
getting older guys, you get 
the medical history” and 
players set in their ways. 

“I think the best-case sce¬ 
nario is you draft and mold 
your own (players) and re¬ 
sign your own,” he said. 
“But free agency is still 
there to be used to make a 
roster stronger, too." 
Several teams are carrying 
over wads of money I hey 
did not spend in 2014. giv¬ 
ing them higher adjusted 
salary cap numbers. The 
highest such total is Jack- 
sonvile at $16B,4 million. 
“You have lo be wise to 
not mortgage the future." 
Jaguars GM Dave Caldwell 
said. “There’s no sense of 
urgency for us to go out 
and spend for the sake of 
spending, but well be ag¬ 
gressive. If there is a player 
we want, we’re going to 
do what we need to do to 
get him.”Q 


Colts parting ways with longtime 
standout WR Reggie Wayne 



In this Nov. Hi, 2014, file photo, Indianapolis Colts wide receiver 
Reggie Wayne sits on the bench after a pass intended for him 
wets intercepted by the New England Patriots during the first 
half otan NFL football game in Indianapolis, 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL MAROT 
AF Sports Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 

ndianapoiis Colts an¬ 
nounced Friday that they 
would part ways with one 
of the greatest receivers 
m franchise history and al¬ 
ow Reggie Wayne will be¬ 
come an unrestricted free 
agent next week. 

“Reggie ss one of the great¬ 
est men to ever wear the 
horseshoe, and we have 
been blessed to watch 
him play for the past 14 
years,” owner Jim Irsay 
sard sn a statement. “When 
he first took the field with 
us in 2001, we knew this 
day would eventually ar¬ 
rive. That reality is one of 
the things that makes pro 
footbal such a tough busi¬ 


ness .” 

Despite having one of the 
most storied careers in fran¬ 
chise history, the 36-year- 
c d Wayne was slowing 
down. 

He missed the last nine 
games sn 2013 with a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament 
sn hffi right knee and was 
hobbled during the sec¬ 
ond half of last season with 
atom left triceps. His record 
streak of B2 consecutive 
games with three or more 
catches ended in Decem¬ 
ber. In indy’s three playoff 
games, Wayne had one 
catch for 12 yards. 

Lint; getting hurt, the New 
Orleans native had pro¬ 
duced incredible numbers. 
He’s second in fran¬ 
chise history in recep¬ 


tions (1,070), yards receiv¬ 
ing [14,345), touchdown 
catches [00[ and 100-yard 
games (43). Peyton Man¬ 
ning and Wayne formed 
the NFL’s second-most pro¬ 
lific quarterback-receiver 
duos in completions [953) 
and yards [10.602], trailing 
only Manning and former 
teammate Marvin Harrison. 
He played sn more games 
(211 [ and won more game 
(143) than any player in 
Colts’ history, had four 
100-catch seasons, eight 
1,000-yard seasons, six Pro 
Bowl selections, 12 playoff 
appearances and one Su¬ 
per Bowl ring. 

if Wayne doesn't play 
again, he will retire at No. 7 
in NFL history in receptions 
and No. El a It-time in yards 


receiving. 

He is leaving Indy in the 
same heartbreaking man¬ 
ner as Manning. Harrison 
and Dwight Freeney — 
without a retirement cer¬ 
emony. 

“He was that consistent 
leader,” said Gary Brack¬ 
ett. indy’s defensive cap¬ 


tain who was let go in the 
2012 salary purge that 
also included Manning. 
“It’s very rare sn sports that 
your leader is also a Hall¬ 
ot-Fame r. Reggie was al¬ 
ways a guy you could rely 
on, Guys gravitated So him 
because he did things the 
right way. "□ 
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DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 5:30pm -7:30pm $32 pp 

Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Bar 8c Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations CQ£ TOCO 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 300 01 U V /39b I 030 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


AFTERNOON CRUISE 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp 

Our shorter snorkel cruise, with 
Open Bar, Gear 8t Ropeswingi 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM L SWING 

DAILY 9am-1pm $40 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBG, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


Google providing car insurance quotes in latest expansion 

MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Teehno log y Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google ts helping Cali¬ 
fornia drivers shop for car 
tnsurance as part of a 
new service lhat could 
foreshadow the Internet 
company's latest attempt 
to shake up a long-estab¬ 
lished industry. 

The feature unveiled Thurs¬ 
day compares auto insur¬ 
ance quotes from up to 
14 carriers lhat are partici¬ 
pating jn the comparisons. 

The policies can then be 
bought online or through 
an agent. Google will re¬ 
ceive a cut from the insur¬ 
ance sales. 

The Mountain View, Califor¬ 
nia, company says the size 
of the commissions won't 
influence how it ranks Ihe 
price quotes. 

Google Inc. plans to pro¬ 
vide car insurance quotes 
in other states and sign 
up more carriers, too. The 
list of inrtial participants in 
California includes MetLife, 

Mercury Insurance and 
21st Century Insurance. 

Some of the largest auto in- 
surance providers, includ¬ 
ing State Farm, Allstate, 

Progressive and Geico, 
havenT joined Google T s 
service. 

Progressive and Allstate f s 
esurance.com also pro¬ 
vide auto insurance price 
comparisons. 

^he major auto insurers 
may be leery of Google, 
which has been using Ihe 
power and profits from its 
dominant Internet search 
engine and other popu¬ 
lar digital services to chal¬ 
lenge the status quo in oth¬ 
er industries. 



This Jan, 3 r 2013, file photo shows a Google sign at the company's headquarters in Mountain View, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


Google already has de¬ 
signed a driverless car that 
ss sti being tested on a pri¬ 
vate track and is financing 
various projects in medical 
research. 

t’s also budding high-speed 
Internet access networks in 
cities scattered across the 
U.S. and preparing to sell 
wireless data plans direct¬ 
ly to consumers later this 
year. 

Google s probably using 
its auto insurance compar¬ 
ison service to learn more 
about how the industry 
works so it can eventually 
underwrite and sell policies 
on its own, said Forrester 
Research analyst Ellen Car¬ 
ney. 

'They are getting all the 
data that they need to 
do 4,” Carney said, li \ think 
there is definitely more to 
come here.” 

A Google spokesman, 


however, sasd the com¬ 
pany has no plans to sell or 
underwrite insurance. 

The debut of Google's in¬ 
surance price comparison 
service valtdated a pre¬ 
diction lhat Carney made 
two months ago about 


Google’s intentions. 

In a blog post Google said 
it is just frying to give peo¬ 
ple a better understand¬ 
ing of financial products. 
The company already has 
been offering a tool that 
compares credit cards.Q 



Aruba Real Estate 

lr d< 34 "ic crlly Owned md Operated 


Las Palmas 31-B 

Luxury ground flour cor¬ 
ner unit with 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 bathrooms. 

Very nice golf views. 

This gated Golf tommu 
nity f Tierra del Sol has 
all facilities that you can 
wish for. Centrally air 
conditioned living room, 
dining room, luxury 
kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances, many 
cabinets a breakfast bar 


US $ 499.500,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel, 586 4242 
w w w.a ru ba houses .com 




Marriott Aruba Surf CTub 

(TOLD Season 

Ocean side $9900 
Ocean view $8900 
Ocean front $14500 
3 BEDRM QV £17k 


PLATINUM Season 

Ocean view $16k 
Ocean side Si75GO 
Ocean front 528900 
3 BEDRM OV S27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

Marriott Aruba <Tcejtn 

dub 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view 59k 
2R Ocean from S14900 
!B Ocean front 510900 

PLATINUM Season 

2B ocean view $18500 
2B Ocean front S29k 
IB Ocean view $ 11500 
** Destination points 
available between $7 and 
58 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timcsharc 

a ^ent for Aruba! 

We also REN T Aruba 
weeks for owners. Contact 
us to BUY, SELL or RENT 
any time share property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Web site' 
nc iergerc alty+com 
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GM plans $5B buyback, averts fight with hedge funds 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto W rite r 
DETRO FT (AP) — Ge neral Mo- 
lors announced a $5 billion 
stock buyback as pari of a 
olein to return more cash to 
investors. In return, an activ¬ 
ist shareholder decided to 
drop a potentially divisive 
bid for a seat on the com¬ 
pany’s board. 

The moves, announced 
Monday, are part of a deal 
with Harry Wilson, a former 


member of the government 
task force that restructured 
GM coming out of its 2009 
bankruptcy. 

Wilson, who represents four 
hedge funds which own 
about2 percent of the com¬ 
pany, had previously ac¬ 
cused GM of hoarding cash 
to the detriment of share¬ 
holders and had sought an 
$B billion buyback and o 
board seat. 

But on Monday he said 


he was impressed at how 
quickly GM's management 
responded, adding that the 
company agreed to just 
about everything the funds 
wanted, 

“We basically said thank 
you,” Wilson said. 

GM had $25.2 billion in cash 
at the end of last year, part 
of what it called a "‘fortress 
balance sheet’ 1 designed to 
withstand another financial 
crisis. Going forward the au¬ 


tomaker plans to maintain a 
cash balance of $20 billion 
and aims to keep its invest¬ 
ment-grade credit rating. 
The share repurchase will 
begin immediately and 
finish before the end of 
2016. Investors liked the an¬ 
nouncement. GM shares 
rose 97 cents, or 2.7 per¬ 
cent, to $37,51 in midday 
trading M onday. 

Talks with Wilson’s group had 
been going on for about 


two weeks, GM CEO Mary 
Barra said Monday. She said 
other major shareholders 
agreed with the buyback. 
She indicated that the buy¬ 
back might have come 
without Wilson's prodding. 
“We were on a path to do 
this anyway,” Barra said 
Monday. 

GM recently announced 
plans to boost its quarterly 
dividend by 20 percent to 
36 cents, □ 


US indexes climb as stock market bull run turns six 



Trader Nett Ccttarna works on the floor at the New York stock Exchange. The stock market'? bull 
run turned six on Monday. The anniversary was marked with modest gains. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
N EW V ORK (AP) — The stock 
market’s bull run turned six 
on Monday. The anniversa¬ 
ry was marked with modest 
gains. 

Slocks were rebounding 
from a big sell-off on Friday 
when the market slumped 
after an unexpectedly 
strong jobs report. The 
healthy hiring picture bol¬ 
stered speculation that the 
Federal Reserve will raise its 
interest rates sooner than 
had previously been ex¬ 
pected. 

On Monday, General Mo¬ 
tors was among the biggest 
gainers after announcing 
a $5 billion stock buyback 
plan. Deal news also gave 
the market a boost. Mac- 
erich, a real estate invest¬ 
ment trust, jumped after 
bigger rival Simon Property 
made a hostile bid for the 
company. 

Stocks are becoming more 
volatile as investors try to 
assess when the Federal 
Reserve will start to raise in¬ 
terest rates and the Impact 
that will have on ihe econ¬ 
omy. The Fed has kept Its 


bench mi ark lending rate 
cose to zero for six years, 
underpinning the run in 
stocks that stretches back 
to March, 2009. 

“Every time the market 
settles In on what the Fed 
will do, it gets spooked,” 
said Jsm Dunigan, chief 
investment officer at PNC 
Asset Management. “To¬ 
day. that anxiety subsided 
a bit.” 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
rndex rose 0.17 points, or 
0.4 percent, to 2.079,43. 
The Dow Jones Indus trial 
average gained 138.94 
oolnts, or OS percent, to 
17,995.72. The N as daq 
composite climbed 15.07 
points, or 0.3 percent, to 
4,942.44. 

GM was among the big¬ 
gest gainers on Monday. 
The automaker announced 
a plan to buy back its own 
stock. The move is part of a 
deal with Harry Wilson, an 
activist investor and a for¬ 
mer member of the gov¬ 
ernment task force that re¬ 
structured GM coming out 
of its 2009 bankruptcy. In 
exchange, Wilson agreed 
to withdraw his hostile can¬ 


didacy for Ihe Detroit au¬ 
tomaker’s board of direc¬ 
tors. The company’s stock 
rose $1.12,. or 3.1 percent, 
to $37.66. 

Macerich, a real estate in¬ 
vestment trust that special¬ 
izes in retail properties, was 
another winner. 

Its stock climbed $6.04, or 
7 percent, to $92,76 af¬ 
ter Simon Properly made 


a hostile bid of $16 billion 
in cash and stock for the 
company. 

The 5&P 500 has tripled 
since bottoming out at 
676.53 six years ago in the 
wake of the housing mar¬ 
ket collapse and the Great 
Recession. The streak of 
gains is the fourth longest 
since the 1940s and has 
pushed the stock market 


to record levels. 

Despite those sizeable 
gains, few analysts are call¬ 
ing an end to the bull mar¬ 
ket just yet. 

Scott Wren, a senior glob¬ 
al equity strategist at the 
Wells Fargo Investment rv 
stitute. says investors should 
still take advantage of any 
sell-offs to add to their 
positions. Q 


Alcoa to buy RTI in $1.5B deal, expand aerospace push 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Al¬ 
coa is taking another step 
to bolster its stake in the 
aerospace industry with a 
$1.5 billion deal to buy ti¬ 
tanium supplier RTI nterna- 
tional Metals. 

The New York-based com¬ 
pany said Monday that 
it wil buy the specialty 
metal products company 
in an all-stock deck Al¬ 
coa said the aerospace 
and defense industries ac¬ 


counted for 00 percent of 
Pittsburgh-based RTI’s rev¬ 
enues last year. 

Alcoa has been shifting 
from its traditional role of 
mining andsmelting alumi¬ 
num to becoming a more 
diversified maker of light¬ 
weight metal and alloy 
products fo? aerospace, 
autos and other industries. 
It has benefited from de¬ 
mand for aluminum and 
other lightweight materiats 
used to make planes more 


fuel-efficie nt. 

Last week., Alcoa said it 
completed its acquisition 
of the German titanium 
and aluminum structural 
castings company Ti- 
tal. That company’s tita¬ 
nium castings are used 
in aircraft engines and 
frames. It also completed 
in the fourth quarter the 
purchase of Firth Rixson, 
which makes alloy parts 
for jet engines. 

For its latest deal, Alcoa 


plans to trade s lightly more 
than 2.B Alcoa shares 
for each RTI share, That 
equals a value of $41 per 
RT! share and represents a 
premium of 50 percent to 
RTS’s Friday closing price of 
$27.20. 

The $1.5 bi lion deal value 
includes $330 million in RTI 
cash and up to $517 mil¬ 
lion in the company’s con¬ 
vertible notes. 

Alcoa also said Friday that 
it will review 14 percent of 


its global smelting capac¬ 
ity and 16 percent of its 
refining capacity for pos¬ 
sible curtailment or dives¬ 
titure. The company has 
curtailed, c osed orsoldSl 
percent of its smelting ca¬ 
pacity since 2007. 

Shares of RTf Internation¬ 
al Markets Inc, jumped 
39 percent, or $10,62, to 
$37.90 in midday trading 
on Monday, Alcoa inc. 
shares fell 85 cents, or 5.9 
percent, to $13.63. □ 
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Pearls Before Congress 



The Temptation of Hillary 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 20 IS New York Timet 

Welcome to a whole fiew world 
n Congress, that is Not in the 
actual world. Control your ex¬ 
pectations, for heaven’s sake. 
You may have noticed that m 
an orgy of bipartisan coopera¬ 
tion, Congress passed a bill lost 
week funding the Department 
of Homeland Security until the 
fat Then,, an Wednesday,, the 
House passed a bipartisan bill 
funding the Am trok system. 

And then everybody went aw ay 
because it w as, you know, going 
to snaw. 

But, still, bipartisan cooperation 
It all started with the Senate 
Republicans have been horri¬ 
fied to discover that whenever 
the now-minority Senate Demo¬ 
crats don’t like something, they 
can simpty filibuster, requiring 
60 votes to move the bill for¬ 
ward The Democrats always 
complained bitterly when the 
Republicans pulled that tuck on 
them, but now they say the cir¬ 
cumstances are totally different. 
The Democrats demanded thal 
the homeland security funding 
bill be passed without any side 
assaults on President Barack 
Obama’s immigration program 
And Mitch McConnell- the ma¬ 
jority leader, eventually hod to 
give in. 

in a way, you could look at lost 
week's homeland security crisis 
as similar 1o the reported theft of 
a $150,000 gown, covered en- 
lirely in pearfe, which actress Lu- 
pHo Nyong’o woie to the Acad¬ 
emy Awards Later, the disgrun¬ 
tled thief called TMZ and said 
he had left the dress in o hotel 
restroom out of disgust after he 
hod two of Ihe pearls appraised 
and discovered they were fake. 
So, good news is that the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
b going to be funded. Abo, thal 
very attractive gown is bock 
The bod news e that we’ve now 
hit the poinf where keeping the 
government running sounds like 
a big victory. And the pearls 
weren't real. 

irony abounds. Who expecled 
Ihe Senate Republicans to be 
surprEed when the Democrats 
started filibustering? Who knew 
dress thieves had such princi¬ 
pled slan dards? 

The Senate Democrats’ success 
really ticked off the Republicans 
in the House, which nurtures a 
long and glorious tradition of 
halrng the Senate, na matter 
who's in charge (The Senate ig¬ 
nores the House completely.) 


J 1f we’re going to allow seven 
Democratic senalors to decide 
what the agenda e then we 
might as well just give them 
the chairmanships, give them 
Ihe leadership of the Senate,” 
groused Rep Raul Labrador 
Labrador e a leading member 
of a superconservatrve Republi¬ 
can caucus, which was created 
recently, w ith the apparent goal 
of bossing House Speaker John 
Boehner around. In its debut 
performance, the caucus man¬ 
aged ta kill a bill to fund the De- 
parlmenf of Homeland Security 
for just three weeks 
it is true th at Labrador & the onty 
member of Congress with the 
same name as a large, friendly 
retriever, but he can be really 
strict. 

Pop Quiz After conservative Re¬ 
publicans killed Boehner's bill to 
fund the Department of Home¬ 
land Security for three weeks, 
Boehner realized that. 

AJ Homeland security Bn'1 actu¬ 
ally all that big a deal 

B) He own right wing was com¬ 
pletely crazy, and, if he wanted 
to get through the yeor, he was 
going to have to work with the 
Democrats. 

C) “If ands and butswere candy 
and nuts, every day would be 
ChrBtmas.’’ 

Yes! Boehner seems to have re¬ 
alized that he’s going to have 
to work with the Democrats. 
Aba. he sard that thing about 
the candy and nuts, but nobody 
really knew what he was talking 
about. 

Both the homeland security bull 
and the Amtrak funding were 
passed with unanimous Demo¬ 
cratic support and huge Repub¬ 
lican defections. The Amtrak bill, 
by the way, e more ambitious 
than your normal kicking-of-the- 
c a n-d ow n - th e- ro a d le gtsl a lio n 
There's money to actually im¬ 
prove the infrastructure, which 
is more than Congress has man¬ 
aged to come up with lately for 
highways and bridges. It also 
opens up the wonderful world of 
rail transit to pet dogs and cats, 
which I have to say e something 
most of us were not anticipating 
The last bil seems to be the inspi¬ 
ration of a California Republican 
who owns a French bulldog that 
lik es ta travel. It s possible the 
program may be limited to small 
animals, but we will refrain mak¬ 
ing any jokes about aggrieved 
Labradors. 

So thE appears to be the path 
to Ihe future: Senate Democrats 
will black anything they don’t 
like, farcing the Senate major¬ 
ity leader. .Mitch McConnell, to 
compromise. In the House., the 
Labradorians won’t vote far any 
'Senate comprarnEes, so Boeh¬ 
ner will need the Democrats to 
pass any legislation that co-uld 
actually make it info law 
Here we ga - four fiscal cliffs in 
Ihe offing, and if the Republican 
majority wants to avoid falling 
off any af them, they’ll have to 
pain hands with Ihe Democrats 
and tango. We won’t get any 
big, dramatic reforms, but we 
might avoid any big dramatic 
disasters 

Plus poodles on Amtrak Who 
fcnew?0 



David noon 

@2015 New Y oik limes 

Hillary Clinton's record e more 
moderate than the Democratic 
primary voter today So it was al¬ 
ways likely that she would move 
left as the primary season ap¬ 
proached It’s now becoming 
clearer how she might do it. She 
might make a shift from whal 
you might call human capital 
progressivem to redistributional 
progressivam, 

For many years. Democratic ef¬ 
forts to reduce inequality and Irft 
middle-class wages were based 
on the theoiy that the key b to 
improve the skills of workers. Ex¬ 
pand early education Make 
college cheaper. Invest in work¬ 
er training. Above all, increase 
the productivity of workers so 
they can compete. 

But a growing number of popu¬ 
list progressives have been argu¬ 
ing that inequality s not mainly 
about education levels They 
argue that trying to lift wages by 
improving skills e an ’’evasion." 
It's ‘Whistling past Ihe grave¬ 
yard " 

The real problem, some of 
them say, is concentrated po¬ 
litical power The oligarchs have 
rigged the gameso thal workers 
get squeezed Others say the 
problem e stagnation It's no! 
th a t w o rkers d o n' t h ave s kills; th e 
private economy sn't generat¬ 
ing jobs Or il’s about corporate 
power. Without stronger unions 
shareholders reap all the gams 
People m this camp point oul 
that inflation-adjusted wages for 


college grads hove been flat for 
the past 14 years. Educalion ap¬ 
parently hasn't Irftea wages. The 
implication? Don't focus on ed¬ 
ucation for the bottom 99 per¬ 
cent Focus on spreading wealth 
from the top Don’t pul human 
capital first. Put redistribution first 
Over the past few months a 
stream of Democratic thinkers 
and politicians, including natural 
Clinton allies, have moved from 
the human capital emphasis to 
the redElributicnist emphasis. 
1.1 fs. a matter of emphasis, not 
strictly either/or.f For Clinton hen 
self, the appeal ns obvious. The 
redstrlbutionEt agenda allows 
her to hit Wall Street and CEOs 
- all the targets that have be¬ 
come progressive betes noires. 
Unfortunately, thE rEing theoiy is 
wrong on substance and dam¬ 
aging in its effects 
It is true that wages for college 
grads have been fiat this cen¬ 
tury, and that e troubling But this 
is not true of people with post- 
college degrees, who are doing 
nicely Moreover, as Lawrence 
Katz of harvard points out, the 
argument that college doesn’t 
pay is partly a product of a shorf- 
timehonzon Since 2000, the real 
incomes of the top I percent 
have declined slightly If you lim¬ 
ited your view to just Ihose years, 
you'd conclude that there is 
no inequality problem, which e 
clearly not true 

Qn an individual level get¬ 
ting more skills is the single best 
thing you can do to improve 
your wages The economic re¬ 
wards to education are al his¬ 
toric highs. Americans with a 
four-year college degree make 
98 percent more per hour than 
people withoul one The median 
co liege-educa ted worker will 
make ha If-a-million dollars more 
than a high-sc hook educated 
worker over a ccreer after ac¬ 
counting for college costs Re¬ 
search by Raj Chelty of Harvard 
and others suggeste thal having 
a really good teacher for only 
one year raises a child’s cumula¬ 
tive lifetime income by $00,000. 
"Whal J find destructive,” says 
David Autor of the Massachu¬ 


setts institute of Technology, "is 
Ihe message that if you don't 
get into the top 1 percent fhen 
you’re out of the game. That’s 
deeply, deeply incorrect.” 

Autor’s own research shows that 
skills differences are four times 
more important than concentra¬ 
tion of wealth in driving inequal¬ 
ity. If we could magically confis¬ 
cate and redstnbute the above- 
average income gams that 
have gone to the top I percent 
since 1979, that would produce 
$7,CC0 more per household per 
year for the bottom 99 percent 
Bui if we could close Ihe gap 
so that high-schaoFeducaled 
people hod the skills of college- 
educated people, that would 
increase household income by 
$33,000 per year 
Focusing on human capital is 
not whistling past Ihe grave¬ 
yard. Worker productivity e Ihe 
main arena. No redistribution- 
Et measure will have the same 
long-term effect as good earfy- 
chiEdhood education and better 
community colleges, or increas¬ 
ing the share of men capable of 
joining the labor force 
The re distrrbu Ironists seem to 
believe that modem capitalism 
e fundamentally broken. That 
growth has permanently stag¬ 
nated. Thai productivity should 
no longer be the focus because 
it doesn’t lead to shared pros¬ 
perity. 

but their view e biased by tem¬ 
porary evidence from the reces¬ 
sion Right now. jobs are being 
created, wages are showing 
signs of life Those who get more 
skills earn mare money Today’s 
economy has challenges, but 
Ihe traditional rules still apply 
Increasing worker productivity is 
the key Increasing incentives to 
risk and invest is essential. Shift¬ 
ing people into law-productivity 
government jobs e not the an¬ 
swer It’s clear why C linton might 
want lo talk redElribution. On 
substantive policy grounds, it 
would be destructive to do so. 
And, in the general eteclron, vot¬ 
ers respond to the uplifting and 
Ihe unifying, not the combatrve 
and divisive.Q 
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Mutts 



Blondie 



you look stunnej ^2 __. 

'FamTbConhe just '''— 

I ASKED ME ONE OF THOSE 
-TERRIFYING QUESTIONS 




SHE ASKE? ME IF t MAO 
I FORGOTTEN WHAT SPECIAL j 
OAV THIS IS 


Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 


I WANT TO 
$^mATrajp 
VX7K MkEWnH 
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Sudo <u s a number-placing) puzzle based on 
a 9x9 gnd wkh several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares SC that each row, each column 
and eac;h 3x2 cdk contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level cf the Corceptis 
Sjdocu noreases from Monday to Sunday. 
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MARIOTT OCEAN CLUB 

Platinum Ocean Club 
1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom 

US. $ 15,500 


-MAIL 


Glamour@yolandas.com 

YMCFashions@gmail.com 


Aruba Home Minders 

HOME FOR SALE 

Reduced to Sell $249,000.00 

PANORAMIC ISLAND & OCEAN VIEWS 




Ciirimiao 2M 
High Rise Hotel area 
3 bedroom/ 2 bath home 
Large Comer lot w mature gardens / S48m2 
Perfect family home or investment property 

For private tour and dirActrions 

Cell: 733-4663 

mJ6@anibaLi ome m sn dc re.Krat 


T^DAY 


B^NDiA 


How to r.each us! 



ifi 


Time Share -Re/Sales 
Do you Want to Sell your 
Time Share in Aruba ? 

let us just do it for you E 
30 years in the business, 
more information 
ca11:005999-518-2984 
info @am bati metra v&l . co m 

www.am bati metra ve I. co m 



211639 


Time-Share Re/sales 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio week 9 room #1204 
20 weeks remain on the 
contract 9 can be accelerated 
nice view on Palm Beach 
price :S7000 
more information 
ca 11:005999-518-2984 
info @ar u bati metra ve I .co m 

www. aru bati m.etrave I. co m 

21163S 

Time-Share Re/Sales 
Renaissance Suites 

1 bedroom week 10/11 
room #2121 

pool/ocean view ground floor 
walk to the pool price:$B500 
each 1 bedroom week 10 
room #2138 
Harbor view:$80QG 
more information 
ca 11:005999- 518-2 9 84 
Www c.r,:uaim-c~ , Tivci com 

211639 

Time -Share Re/Sales 
Renaissance Suites 

1 bedroom week 9 and 10 room 
#2407 

Pool/Ooean View. 

Price :$950Q each 

more information catl:G05999- 

518-2984 

info@arubatimetravel.com 

www. arubati metra vel. com 

211039 

Time -Share Re/SaJes 
Casa del: Mar 

2 bedroom week 9 room #1208 
pool/ocean view 

price :$ 16000 

more information catl:005999- 
518-2984 

info@arubatimetraveL.com 

www. aru bati metra ve I. co m 

211639 


Tl MESH ARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 

Week room price 

1+2 517 $ 19,000 

10 137 S 9,000 

14 348 S 11,500 

3 561 S 9,000 

13 501 $ 9,000 

14 349 $11,000 

10 521 $8,500 

9 135 S 9.000 

9 501 $8,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr, realty@mac.com 


211017 


Business Opportunity 

For sale 2 story building with 
upscale bar/ lounge with 
complete inventory plus 
operation permit call: 594-5661 

_211735 

FOR SALE 
Divi Links wk 12 

Unit 2110 1-BD ground floor at 
pool, birdie bldg. US$ 17,000 
32 wk left in contract owner on 
island till 3-28-15 
MGHLDH1953@gmail com 

211603 

CASA DEL MAR WEEKS 7&8 
#1403 $49,000 

Great location (overlooks 
ocean) great space (sleeps 6) 
same unit both weeks (no 
moving and very last 2 weeks of 
Feb desirable time) 

Mrs. Brenner 
jazb1@aol.com 

211665 


TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
by owner at Divi Golf wk 8&9 

Both studio units more than 32 
wks $20,000 for both call after 

march 8 call US 419-269-9040 

211611 

stSp 

Wislonc-n AgaiiGitit VVcmirn 


ARUBA 



DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

-» i 

' l Oranjestad 

Dr. Samuels 

EMERGENCIA 



FOLIS 

100 

FOLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

S AVAN ETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEFT. 

115 

FIRE DEFT. 

582-1108 

POLIS T3PLIME 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Eog'ieTel. 587-9011 

San Micolas Aloe h\ 584-4606 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-211 6 

TAXI 

582 -5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

March 10 

Carnival 


Arubo Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dufch Antilles 
I ns el Atr 
Jet Slue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Ve^nezolana 


524-2424 

502-2700 

508-0059 

508-1900 

508-9314 

508-2244 

502- 7117 
508-4272 

503- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tot: 5B4-6440 

Aleoholiirn A Drug Addiction,, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


Dl NOS E TA! 


FUNDACIOIM 

Anti-Droga 

Arubo 

{FADA) Tel: 503-2999 

fundacFon 

Respetami 
Tel: 582-4433 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
_Te 1^583-3308 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 5B3-3345 /5S6-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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MAS-SAGE AND ESCORT SERVICE 

Itvuiiiiful Lilt i n (airK 

P*ch-up A Delivery 

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

ButbulcF' Ps-irL-y Synwoli^wd, a III £2 iC C -*J ET 
iti a j\ uur cjififiJwnn wOlil m MUW V vvv 


Solar-power plane airborne on historic round-the-world trip 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
ABU DHABI United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — With its 
wings stretched wide to 
catch the sun’s energy, a 
Swiss-made so lor-powered 
aircraft took off from Abu 
Dhabi just after daybreak 
Monday in a historic first 
attempt to fly around the 
wor d without a drop of fos¬ 
sil fuel. 

Solar Impulse founder An¬ 
dre Borschberg was at 
the controls of the single¬ 
seat aircraft when it lum¬ 
bered into the air at the Al 
Bateen Executive Airport. 
Borschberg will trade off 
piloting with Solar Impulse 
co-founder Bertrand Pic¬ 
card during layovers on a 
35,DQ0-kilometer [21,703- 
mile] journey. 

Some legs of the trip, such 
as over the Pacific and Al- 
tantic oceans, will mean 
five days and five nights of 
(tying solo. Both pilots have 
been training hard for this 
gurney, which will span 25 
flight days over five months 
before this Spruce Goose 
of renewable energy re¬ 
turns to Abu Dhabi in late 
JuJy or August. 

*it is also exciting because 
you know, you simulate, 
you calculate, you imag¬ 
ine, but there is nothing like 
testing and doing it in real,” 
Borschberg said just hours 
before takeoff. “I am sure 
we are ail confident and 
hopefully we will be able 
to see each other here tn 
five months.” 

The Solar Impulse 2 aircraft. 


a larger version of a single¬ 
seat prototype that first 
flew five years ago, has a 
wingspan of 72 meters [236 
feet], larger than that of 
the Boeing 747. Built into 
the wings are 17,240 ultra- 
efficient solar cells that 
transfer solar energy to 
four electrical motors that 
power the plane’s pro¬ 
pellers. The solar celk also 
recharge four lithium poly¬ 


mer batteries. 

At around 2,300 kilograms 
[5,070 pounds), the Si2 
weighs, about as much as a 
minivan or mid-sized truck. 
An empty Boeing 747, in 
comparison, weighs some 
180,000 kilograms (400,000 
pounds). 

The 3i2 is heading first to 
ns arby Mus cat, Oman, 
where it will land after 
about 10 hours of flight. A 


typical passenger jet takes 
just one hour to make the 
same journey. Pic card says 
the best speedfor the ight- 
weight Si2 — made of car¬ 
bon fiber — ss al about 25 
knots, or 45 kph [2B mph). 
Borschberg has been 
practicing yogc and Pic¬ 
card self-hypnosis in order 
to cairn their minds and 
manage fatigue during 
the long solo flights. They 


aim to rest a maximum of 
20 minutes straight, repeat¬ 
ing the naps 12 times over 
a 24-hour period. Goggles 
worn over the pilot’s eyes 
will flash lights to wake him 
up. 

Neither pilot will be able to 
stand in the cockpit white 
flying, but the seat reclsnes 
for stretching and its cush¬ 
ion can be removed for 
access to a toilet. 


Armbands placed under- 
nepth their suits will buzz if 
the pane isn’t flying level 
The plane also does not 
have a pressurized cock¬ 
pit so Borschberg and Pic¬ 
card will be able to feel the 
changes in temperature. 
The pilot’s blood oxygen 
levels constantly will be 
monitored and sent back 
to ground control. 

The plane will reach an 


altitude of around 29,000 
feet [8,503 melers) dur¬ 
ing the day to catch the 
sun’s rays and at night dio 
to around 5,030 feel (1,500 
metersi when flying over 
the ocean. 

“You have to make the 
cockpit like your own 
house for a week in the 
air.” Piccard said, telling 
The Associated Press he wil 
keep a few small memen¬ 


tos from friends with him on 
the flight, though he de¬ 
clined to say what. 

Piccard ss no stranger to 
aviation feats. In 1999, he 
and another man suc¬ 
ceeded in the first non-stop 
balloon circumnavigation 
of the world. 

After Swo stops in India, 
the Si2 will head to Chi¬ 
na, where t\ will stay for a 
month until the days are 
longer to catch more of 
the sun’s energy. It will also 
make stops in Myanmar, 
Hawaii, Phoenix, Arizona 
and New York’s John F. 
Kennedy International Air¬ 
port. The path across fhe 
Atlantic will depend on the 
weather and may include 
stops in southern Europe or 
Morocco. 

Those curious can follow 
the aircraft on Sofar Im¬ 
pulse’s website and track 
its battery status, energy 
conrsumpfion, location and 
flight aath. as well as how 
much the pilot has slept 
and how much food and 
water he has left. There 
is also a five feed of the 
pi ane’s Mo n ac o- bas e d 
control room with occa¬ 
sional footage from the 
cockpit. Borschberg and 
Piccard say the flight is to 
make the world “confront 
the Conference on Climate 
Change of the United Na¬ 
tions, which will define the 
new Kyoto protocol in De¬ 
cember 2015 in Paris.” All 
countries are supposed to 
present targets for a new 
global climate agreement 
at the meeting.□ 



A Swiss solar-powered plane fakes off af an airport in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, early 
Monday. March f, 201 S„ marking the start of the first attempt to tty around the world without a 
drop of fuel. Associated Press 



Safe Tours to the Red light 
District with private guide: 
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PlayStation network debuts ‘Powers’ scripted series 



This image provided by Sony Pictures Television, shews Sharlto Copley, left,, and Susan Heyward in 
a scene from “Powers.”The series' 10-episode first season is the latest blossoming of scripted TV 
fare from unexpected sources. 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Waiter 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ability 
does not imply accomplish¬ 
ment. And accomplish¬ 
ment is no prerequisite for 
fame. 

Thes we know ali too well 
from reality TV. (Hsnt~ Snoo- 
ki.) But today’s viral sprawl 
of celebrity is explored in 
fresh fashion by a new se¬ 
ries spawned from what 
some viewers might deem 
an unlikely source: comic 
books. 

The series’ 10-episode sea¬ 
son is the latest blossoming 
of scripted TV fare from un¬ 
expected sources: Home 
base for “Powers” is the 
PlayStation network, where 
*t arrives as that network’s 
first original scripted series, 
Starting Tuesday, “Powers” 
will be free to PlayStation 
subscribers, with the first 
episode free to anyone 
for streaming Ihrough the 
PlayStation Store web site 
(a PiayStation console is 
not required], Suasequent 
episodes wil be available 
for purchase by norvsub- 
scribers. 

“Powers” is set in a two-tier 
society where ordinary hi> 
mans must coexist with a 
superior class who. thanks 
to random distribution, are 


endowed with any of a 
smorgasbord of superpow¬ 
ers which they employ for 
good or, just as often, for 
non- heroic purposes like 
crime, carousing or court¬ 
ing self-promotion. 
Maintaining order among 
super-humans places a 
heavy burden on Saw en¬ 
forcement. 

“Powers”focuses on a pair 
of homicide detectives, 
Christian Walker and Dee- 
na Pilgrim, who investigate 
cases involving those peo¬ 
ple of disruptive privilege 
known as Powers. 

Such police work would be 
a challenging, often thank¬ 
less assignment for anyone, 
but it’s all the more so for 
Walker: He used lo be a 
superstar superhero, with a 
super- bad-guy reputation 
adding spice to his renown. 
But then his powers went 
away. 

Today he’s remembered, 
even jeered, for he by¬ 
gone spandex-clad iden¬ 
tity, Diamond, as he plods 
through his workdays as a 
standard-issue gumshoe. 
The departments only cop 
who can identify with the 
Powers elite, he is haunted 
by memories of flying and 
other abilities he once pos¬ 


sessed. 

“Sometimes I forget I lost 
mine,”says Walker [played 
by series star Sharlto Cop¬ 
ley} in the premiere. “I can 
still feel 'em, Like a phan¬ 
tom limb.” 

But in the ingo of this star¬ 
centric society. Walker is 
a has-been, a washed-up 
idol, even as. he demon¬ 
strates that heroes are by 
no means necessarily su¬ 


per-heroes. 

“What’s more heroic than 
J i lost my super powers. 
Put now I’m gonna speak 
for those who don’t have 
them”?” says Brian Michael 
Bendis, who co-created 
the “Powers” comic and is 
an executive producer of 
the series. 

'That’s massively heroic — 
probably the most heroic 
thing he’s ever done 1 ” 


The first case for Walker 
and Pilgrim is investigating 
the death of a well-known 
superhero while tracking 
down Calista (Oleysa Ru- 
lin[, a mysterious young 
woman who. like every 
wannabe star, rs convinced 
she possesses something 
special (in her case, bud¬ 
ding super powers] and will 
do whatever it takes lo be 
discovered. □ 


‘Simpsons’ co-creator, philanthropist 
Sam Simon dies at 59 



In this feb, l, 2014 file photo, Sam Simon arrives at the Writers 
Guild Awards, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 

Sam Simon, a co-creator 
of “The Simpsons” and arv 
imakrights advocate who 
made a midlife career 
shift into philanthropy and 
channeled much of hes 
personal fortune unto social 
causes, has died. 

Simon died Sunday at his 
home in Pacific Palisades, 
Calf., his agent, Andy Pal- 
man said, He was 59. 

He was aiagnosed with ad¬ 
vanced colon cancer in 
2011 . 

After stints writing for 'Taxi," 
'"Cheers” and ‘The Trac¬ 
ey Ullman Show.” Simon 
helped launch “The Simp¬ 
sons." Durrng his writing 
and producing career, he 
collected nine prime-time 
Emmy awards. 


He left “The Simpsons” af¬ 
ter its fourth season under 
a deal that rewarded him 
with ongoing royalties from 
the show, which is now in its 
26 th season. 

He then established the 
Sam Siimon Foundation, 
which rescues dogs from 
animal shelters and trains 
them to assist the disabled. 
He also donated to Mercy 
for Animals and the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation So¬ 
ciety, among other groups. 
In 2013, People for the Ethi¬ 
cal Treatment of Animals’ 
Norfolk, Va., headquarters 
were christened the Sam Si¬ 
mon Center in recognition 
or hts support for that orga¬ 
nization. 

Simon also funded □ Los 
Angeles food bank. 

In an interview with The 
Associated Press in 2013, 


Simon voiced a desire to 
spend all of his money on 
charitable causes, 

“I’m supporting the chari¬ 
ties that i supported during 
my ifetime,” he said, “and 
I want to continue to do 
that.” Simon had grown up 
in Beverly H-!ls across the 
street from G roue ho Marx, 
though his father was in the 
garment industry, not show 
business. 

After turning his drawing 
talent into a job at an ani¬ 
mation studio lhat made 
cartoons for kids. Simon 
submitted a script, onspec. 
to the ABC comedy ‘Taxi." 
His script was bought and 
produced, and Simon, in 
his 20s, was hired as a staff 
writer and soon rose to be 
the showrunner. 

From there he joined a 
new NBC sitcom called 


“Cheers," where he was 
staff writer for its defining 
first three seasons. 

In 19B7 he became a writer 
and executive producer 
on the Fox sketch-come¬ 
dy series “The Tracey Ull- 
man Show,” where he was 
teamed alongside James 
L, Brooks, with whom he 
had worked on “Cheers” 
and “Taxi," and cartoonist 


Matt Groensng, 

Thus trio became the found¬ 
ing fathers of 'The Simp- 
sorts.” On Monday, Groerv 
ing saluted Simon’s “phe¬ 
nomenal talents, sharp in¬ 
telligence and sly sense of 
humor." while Brooks called 
him “truly one of the great 
ones. 

Continued annex! page 
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James Patterson launches 
grant program for libraries 


n 



In this Jan. 27 r 2015 file photo, actor Ken Jeong pones for a pop 
trait during the Sundance Film Festival en Park City, Utah. 

Associated Press 

Jeong says 
Hangover' role 
inspired by wife 



In this May 3 r 2004, file photo, author James Patterson contem¬ 
plates a question during an Interview at his home overlooking 
the Intracoastal Waterway in Palm Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BADDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ac¬ 
tor Ken Jeong says that 
much of the inspiration for 
his memorably angry Mr. 
Chow character sn "The 
Hangover" movie was a 
reaction to his wife's fight 
against breast cancer at 
the time. 

His small role in the 200? 
comedy, which included 
e a prig naked out of a car 
trunk to attack someone, 
was so wildly over-the-top 
that he won an MTV Movie 
Award for it. 

Even after earning the ro e, 
however, he wasn’t going 
to take it. He explained in 
a short film to accompany 
the upcoming PBS docu¬ 
mentary, “Cancer: The Em¬ 
peror of All Maladies," that 
he was caring for his wife. 
Tran Ho, and their one- 
year-o d twins as she was 
undergoing c he m o the ra- 

py- 

“Tran encouraged me to 
do it,” Jeong said in an in¬ 
terview. "She thought I was 
suffering from caregrver 
burnout," 

He channeled his rage at 
his wife's plight into the 
character, he said, One 
monologue that wound 
up being cut from the film 
bul used as a DVD outtake 
turned into a pure rant thal 
Jeong sees now he was 


doing to unburden himself, 
Jeong, who is Korean, 
slipped in some dialogue 
in Vietnamese purely as an 
inside joke for his wife, who 
is Vietnamese. 

He accepted his MTV 
award with an emotional 
speech just after the cou¬ 
ple learned that she was 
cancer-free for two years. 
Before he could talk about 
it to the media following 
the show, he slipped into 
an al ey behind the theater 
and broke down crying. 
Shortly after that, the Stand 
Up to Cancer organization 
asked him to do some vol¬ 
unteer work, and that in¬ 
cluded the onlrne film that 
is being used to promote 
the PBS project, a film by 
Barak Goodman and Ken 
Burns that brings to life the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book 
by Ssddharfha Mukherjee, 
The three-part film airs on 
PBS March 30, 31 and April 
1 

Tran Ho has now been can¬ 
cer-free for six years. 

“She’s jus! a pillar of 
strength,” Jeong said. 
“She’s my biggest Inspira¬ 
tion because she handled 
it with such grace and 
strength and class. Even if 
I wasn’t married to her. I’d 
be in awe of her.” 

The video is being posted 
Monday on the site www. 
canc erfilms.org.Q 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Having 
handed out more than $1 
million to help indepen¬ 
dent bookstores. James 
Patterson is now sharing his 
wealth with some other vh 
tal, but often struggling in¬ 
stitutions: School libraries. 
The besl-seling author an¬ 
nounced Monday that he 
was donating Si.25 million 
through a grant program 
administered with Scholas¬ 
tic Reading Club, a division 
of Scholastic. Inc. Libraries 
or supporters of libraries 
can seek donations $ 1,030 
to $10,002, Scholastic will 


match each donation with 
"Bonus Points” that can be 
used to purchase bass- 
room materials. According 
to Patterson, requests can 
be for anything from fixing 
a computer system to pay¬ 
ing for a school reading 
project. 

"James Palters on is such 
a champion of books and 
reading for all children. We 
are thrilled to work with him 
to support school librar¬ 
ies, which are essential for 
thriving school communi¬ 
ties," Judy Newman, presi¬ 
dent of Scholastic Reading 
Club, said in a statement. 
Patterson, who has strong 


memories of his weekly vis¬ 
its to libraries as a child, told 
the Associated Press during 
a recent interview I hat he 
wanted to “shine a light" 
on the problem of pub¬ 
lic schools with no libraries 
or underfunded libraries. 
In California, for instance 
there was just one certified 
school librarian for every 
7,7S4 students in 2012-13. 
Chicago and Philadelphia 
are among the other cities 
that have sharply cut library 
staffing. More than 0,000 
public schools nationwide 
did not have libraries in 
2011-12, according to Ihe 
National Center for Educa¬ 
tional -Statistics. 

“A lot of schools also don’t 
have as many books as 
they should heave,"said Pat¬ 
terson, adding that libraries 
were especially important 
for kids in households with¬ 
out books. 

‘There's a myth out there 
among some people that 
the kids are reading only 
digital books now. They're 
nos.” 

The program will begin with 
a $250,000 donation from 
Patterson, with the remairv 
ing $1 million to be distrib¬ 
uted throughout the year 
and additional funding (ike- 
ly in the future.Q 


Simon 

Continued from 
previous page 


He found so much outside 
the work to give him p ea- 
sure and left so much be¬ 
hind for others." 

“The Simpsons” began as 
interstitial cartoon clips 
aired during the otherwise 
live-action “Uliman” show 
until, in 1909. it was spun 
off as a Fox hatf-hour of its 
own, Simon was named 
creative supervisor, and 
he hired the first 'writing 
staff as well as creating 
several Springfield citi¬ 
zens, including Mr, Burns, 
the cadaverous industri¬ 
alist, and Dr. Hibbert, the 
buffoonish phys ic nan.The 
show — TV’s firs t suecessfu 
prime-time animated se¬ 
ries since "The Flintstones” 
nearly three decades be¬ 


fore — caught the pub¬ 
lic off-guard with its sassy 
but perceptive look at 
the culture and opened 
the door for a new televi¬ 
sion genre of animation 
geared toward adults, 
“With ‘The Simpsons/ 
people didn’t know what 
they were gonna see,” 
said Simon. "They didn’t 
have a clue.” The show 
was given trme and free 
reign to flourish by the 
fledgling Fox network, 
which desperately need¬ 
ed a hit. “I don’t think you 
get that sort of creative 
freedom with any broad¬ 
cast shows today.” 

Simon left “The Simp¬ 
sons" in 1994 owing to a 
strained relationship with 
Groening. Not only did 
he not play any subse¬ 
quent role in the series, 
he claimed to never have 


watched it after stepping 
away, even as his name 
remained in the weekly 
credits along with Groen¬ 
ing S s and Brooks', 

It was a lucrative depar¬ 
ture. Simon’s exit deal en¬ 
titled him to royalties from 
“The Simpsons” that, more 
than a quarter-century 
later, annually paid Simon 
tens of millions of do liars. 
That annuity bankrolled 
the causes and alter- 
na t i v e i if es tyle | inc I ud- 
ing amateur boxing and 
high-stakes poker] that 
increasingly he came to 
embrace. “I’m not sad,” 
Simon declared in 2013, 
as he battled an illness 
thal his doctors were say¬ 
ing might claim him within 
months. “I'm happy. I 
don’t feel angry and bit¬ 
ter. I want to do whatever 
I can to survive. 1 Q 
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